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The Exiled God of an 
Exiled People 


IS not only a difficult but also a 
strange time that we are living in 
—a twilight period when the divid- 
ing line the real and unreal 
fades, and nightmare, with its in- 
scrutable logic, take the place of or- 
derly events. And as these events un- 
roll, one cannot escape that familiar 
feeling of having been through the 
same identical experience before. Le- 
gend becomes reality until one dare 
not say for certain whether he lives 
in the present or he has been magically 
transferred thousands of years back. 

There is an old Jewish legend, cre- 
ated during a previous exile, that God 
followed Israel into exile and would 
not return until His people had been 
repatriated. This is undoubtedly a 
beautiful poetic fancy and subject to 
various interpretations by those who 
are concerned with matters of the 
spirit. “But what has it to do with 
everyday reality?”, orie asks. And in 
answer there comes the announce- 
ment of an order promulgated in 
Germany that the name “Jehovah” 
must be erased wherever displayed in 
Protestant churches in North Ger- 
many. Banish the Jews and also ban- 
ish their God. Nazi Germany returns 
to a state of tribalism. Primitive 
taboos, which we have believed to 
be non existent except among some 

rd African tribes, again be- 
come a reality. This time with a high- 
ly developed industrial civilization for 
a background. Will totem worship be 
reintroduced in Germany? It is not 
entirely out of the question. And 
soon the oak of Thor may again be 
worshipped, not allegorically, but lit- 
erally and all the symbols of heraldry 
may again assume the compelling pow- 
er of religious totems. 

Thus the ancient legend is reenacted 
and becomes valid again. But we 
shall not complain against this de- 
cree. What business has Jehovah in 
a Nazi church? He—and the pro- 
phets, whose names are also being 
erased—belongs with his people. 
Wherever they go, He must follow. 

But in this latter day legend of exile 
being created in Germany some change 
may have to be introduced to include 
Christ among the banished. It is pos- 
sible that the Nazis will also ban 
His name soon. But even before they 
do so by decree the banishment is al- 
ready in effect. What place is there 
for Him at celebrations of His birth- 
day around Christmas trees that are 
decorated with loot taken from Jewish 
toy shops? From the stained glass win- 
dows of churches in Germany He can 
only look down upon the humiliation 
of His people. Father and Son must 
go into exile together. 
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Retribution 


We do not crave revenge. But we 
cannot help feeling that there is a 
certain poetic justice in the retribution 
that is sure to be visited upon Ger- 
many. It is sure to come and the 
first signs are already noticable. A 
much censored report from Berlin dis- 
closes that special courts had to be 
set up in the Third Reich to cope 
with “growing banditry”. This re- 
port is cryptically brief, but its im- 
plications are quite clear. Trained for 
violence, arson and murder under a 
cloak of legality and becoming used 
to give vent to their “pent up anger”, 
many Nazis are becoming ordinary, 
“illegal” gangsters. The need to set 
up special courts to fight this phe- 
nomenon is sufficient indication of its 
extent. 

But it is improbable that the courts 
will succeed in combatting this gang- 
sterism. As long as it is nourished 
by those in authority with constant 
“education” and occasional “open 
seasons” for crime, it will continue to 


grow and to spread and in the end 
the Nazis may find that they have un- 
leashed a force of bestiality which they 
are not able to control. The German 
people, however, will some day have a 
tremendous task on their hands to “‘re- 
civilize” a large section of the popula- 
tion that has in the meantime become 
brutalized to the point of crime. 
* * * 


What of the German Jews? Will 
they succeed in retaining their mental 
and moral equilibrium under the ter- 
rific tension of these years? We can 
only ey so. The Schwartze Korps, 
organ of the German secret police, is 
openly threatening to “starve them 
into crime’ and then exterminating 
them. A human being can stand only 
so much and after certain limits are 
passed, the strain will begin to show. 
So far, German Jews have retained 
their mental and emotional balance. 
But what does the future hold? We 
may yet be faced with a tragedy of 
deterioration of the people which may 
be more serious than any of the de- 
crees. S. K. 












YRKIN 


OININANAYW Bw BW 


me 


Vill 
ntal 
ter- 
can 
rps, 
, is 
em 
ing 
nly 
are 
Ow. 
ned 
Ice. 
We 


nay 


de- 








DECEMBER, 1938 


- EpiIroRIALs oF THE MontH 














~ een 
———— 








MIRAGE IN THE JUNGLE 
SUETONIUS GIVES n=6 attractive  in- 


stance of Julius Caesar’s magnanimity: be- 
fore he had some captives ciucified, he slit 
their throats. This readiness to spare a 
prisoner the prolonged agony of death on 
the cross has been gravely chronicled as a sign 
of Caesar’s humanity. Future historians, who will 
have the pleasant task of giving our time its due, 
will find equally exciting evidence of generosity 
in the plans now being hatched for the salvation 
of refugee Jews. The territories which Mr. 
Chamberlain has suggested for Jewish settlement 
include British Guiana, the former German colony 
of Tanganyika, Kenya and Northern Rhodesia. 
The territories most seriously considered are 
jungle lands rich in wild animals, poisonous snakes 
and dangerous insects. Tanganyika boasts the 
tsetse fly among its charms. The natural resources 
of these countries have so far not been developed 
because the climate and inaccessible location in 
the midst of forests and swamps had made the 
problems of settlement by white men too difficult. 
However, the British government feels that the 
Jews have so excellently demonstrated their talents 
as pioneers in Palestine that they may be trusted 
to give a good account of themselves even in the 
darkness of African jungles. Capital, of course, 
will be provided by American Jewry, as the ref- 
ugees will be plucked clean by the Nazis before 
setting sail for their new havens. This scheme 
has an enthusiastic supporter in the person of 
William Randolph Hearst, who is willing to give 
the Jews not only Tanganyika but all the former 
German colonies, as well as the Belgian Congo 
and the Portugese African possessions. This col- 
lection of territories the Jews would develop into 
one of the “great nations of the earth” to the 
benefit of the world at large. Mr. Hearst thinks 
very unkindly of a Jewish homeland in Lower 
California, a stretch of land much closer to San 
Simeon than East Africa. Lower California, ac- 
cording to the noted publisher, is a nasty, arid 
place whereas African jungles teem with pos- 
sibilities for “those harrassed Jewish people.” 
It is impossible to discuss any of these proposed 
solutions from a rational stand-point. There is 
something mad in the passive acceptance of Nazi 
Germany’s right to plunder and throw out a whole 
sector of her population. There is something mad 
in the failure of civilized countries to open their 
doors to the victims. Even the sparsely settled 
dominions of the British Empire, even immense 
under-populated lands like Brazil, put up signs 


marked “no admittance”. Instead of an instant- 
aneous act of rescue—either in Germany or out- 
side of it—there is a salvation in driblets—a few 
thousands here and there, a few temporary ref- 
ugee camps for tortured children in the Nether- 
lands and England. And we must be grateful even 
for this! And now as a culminating horror, we 
are faced with the suggestion that German Jews 
colonize a former German colony for which the 
Nazi maw hungers. Assuming even that at a 
great loss of life and health, and at a vast ex- 
penditure of money, German Jews succeed in re- 
peating the miracle of Palestine in Tanganyika, 
assuming that some thousands will survive the ef- 
fort of pioneering in the African jungle, does not 
Mr. Chamberlain know that the Nazi paw will 
close on the fruits of this labor? And in that hour, 
will not Mr. Chamberlain think of “peace in our 
time”; will he not sympathetically sacrifice the 
Jewish settlers on the altar of universal well-be- 
ing, as he did Czechoslovakia ? 

In this chaos some footing must be found. If 
German Jews must flee, if the world cannot devise 
a means of throttling German savagery, then the 
rescue must mean life, not a swifter death. There 
is one logical place for Jewish immigration at 
present—Palestine. The “Jewish homeland’’ is 
in a position to justify its name. It is prepared to 
receive thousands of new settlers whose work and 
enterprise will continue the extraordinary achieve- 
ment of reclamation which has won the kindly 
commendation of Mr. Chamberlain. Whatever 
pioneering hardships are endured in Palestine are 
endured for a purpose—the creation of a Jewish 
national center—the labor pains will be blessed by 
birth. Shorn of that purpose, the notion that Jews 
are to be shipped to various scattered East Af- 
rican or South American jungles is cynical and 
stupid. 

All agencies engaged in saving East European 
Jewry should coordinate their efforts to the end 
that the emigration prove not merely a prelude 
to new agonies but a fundamental solution. No 
one can reasonably expect world Jewry to rally 
behind the plan to banish dispersed contingents 
of Jews to a series of Devil’s Islands which they 
can “develop” with their life blood. 

According to latest reports, the Intergovern- 
mental Committee for Political Refugees expects 
no change in existing immigration laws to meet 
the present need. No nation, Mr. Myron Taylor 
assures us, will be “flooded” by alien refugees. 
Since the grand total of Austrian and German 
Jews reaches the figure of some 600,000, con- 
siderably less than the population of one New 
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York City borough, the term “flooding” is hardly 
in order. We must say openly and courageously 
to those interested in our fate: The civilized 
world is roomy enough to hold even 600,000 Ger- 
man Jewish victims. Palestine can absorb a large 
proportion at once; for the rest, place must be 
found within the gates of the great democracies. 
Any other course is merely an aping of great 
Caesar’s kindness—a slitting of the throat. 


PROTESTS ARE NOT ENOUGH 
REDIT IS due the President of the United 


States for his courageous stand in condemn- 
ing Nazi barbarity in unqualified terms. Among 
the heads of governments, F. D. Roosevelt was 
the only one who came out with a clear protest 
and, without mincing words and ignoring the nice- 
ties of diplomatic intercourse he expressed the 
resentment and bitterness which accumulated in the 
hearts of the American people at the sight of Hit- 
lerian vandalism. The recall of the U. S. ambassa- 
dor and trade attache lent still further force to 
the President’s statement. 

We are grateful to the President for his words 
and his deeds during this catastrophe. In a world 
that is dominated by cynical violence and a readi- 
ness to sell out one’s friend for the sake of gain- 
ing advantages or illusions of advantages, the 
President’s humane stand assumes additional sig- 
nificance. 

But appreciating his humanitarian behavior as 
we do, we nevertheless feel constrained to say that 
it is not enough. The problem now facing us with 
such immediate urgency is the salvaging of the 
victims of Nazism from the immense concentra- 
tion camp which all of Germany has now become. 
Encouraging and reassuring as protests and kind 
words may be, they must be followed by the one 
step which is of the most vital significance at this 
moment—offering asylum to the homeless. The 
plan has been suggested that the U. S. “mortgage” 
the German immigration quota for three years 
and admit the 81,000 immigrants who would nor- 
mally enter this country over a period of three 
years during the coming year. Conditions in Ger- 
many do not permit the victims to wait for even 
two or three years. This is a plan of saving lives 
and we feel sure that if congressional action is 
needed to put this plan into effect, Congress will 
act in the spirit of the American tradition of offer- 
ing asylum and will pass the necessary legislation 
at the earliest moment. 

We are aware of the fact that there are reac- 
tionary forces at work trying to influence the public 
against this plan. A whispering campaign is being 
conducted in New York City against refugees 
through spreading false and malicious rumors 
that many employees are about to be discharged 
in order to provide jobs for refugees. The very 





fact that this campaign is conducted secretly 
through unsigned leaflets and spreading vague 
rumors is sufficient indication as to its origin. It 
is but another Nazi inspired campaign. But the 
American people will not be misled by these vile 
rumors. Without regard to race, creed or color, 
Americans have protested the bestiality perpet- 
rated in Germany. Americans will likewise take 
the next logical step and offer a wider haven of 
refuge in this country that was built up by immi- 
grants. 


COMMUNIST PIE IN THE SKY 

FOR YEARS we have again and again been re- 
minded by the Communist press that there is no 
unemployment in Soviet Russia. A constant stream 
of speeches and articles sought to convince us that 
the standard of living in the Soviet Union is ris- 
ing uninterruptedly. The friendship of the Soviet 
regime toward the Jews of Russia, and its sym- 
pathy for the downtrodden everywhere, has been 
dinned into our ears by Jewish Communists. The 
world was being reminded that Russia occupies 
all of one sixth of the earth’s surface. The demo- 
cratic nature of the Soviet regime, we were told, 
was unequalled in any other democratic country. 
As a matter of fact, the Soviet Union was held 
up by the Communists as an example of perfect 
democracy. 


While we had good reasons to doubt many of 
these allegations in the past, today, we cannot 
but feel convinced that the renowned Soviet sym- 
pathy for the downtrodden is overrated. When 
confronted with the present tragic situation of the 
Jews in Germany, Soviet Russia acquitted herself 
in anything but a noble fashion. While the entire 
civilized world was shocked by the ruthless brutal- 
ity of the pogrom in Germany, while the masses 
in all the democratic countries voiced their protest 
against this pogrom, there has been but one pro- 
test meeting held in Russia, two weeks after the 
pogrom, that we have heard of. Meetings and 
other public gatherings of a political nature are 
not held in Russia without the consent and ap- 
proval of the authorities. We therefore cannot 
escape the unpleasant conclusion that, whatever 
the sentiment of the people may have been, the 
Soviet government disapproved of any organized 
show of protest on the part of the masses. This 
impression is still further strengthened by the ac- 
tion—or rather lack of action—of the Soviet gov- 
ernment. With the exception of two articles that 
appeared in the Pravda, the official organ of the 
Communist party in Russia, and one in Trud, a 
trade union paper, there has been no statement or 
comment from Moscow. 


The “bourgeois” democracies reacted to the 
events in Germany. The president of the United 
States condemned the pogrom and recalled the 
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ambassador from Berlin. Men prominent in the 
British and French government voiced their pro- 
test. But in Moscow a chill silence reigned. 

We are not so naive as to believe that protests 
in themselves will impress Hitler to any ap- 
preciable extent. But aside from such influence as 
they may have, protests are significant and en- 
couraging as a reaffirmation of the fundamental 
belief in decency and humanity. The words of 
Earl Browder, general secretary of the Com- 
munist party in the U. S., that “whoever fails to 
raise his voice in condemnation of these crimes, 
becomes a partner to Hitler’s crimes” therefore 
applies with full force also to the Soviet govern- 
ment. 

Nor has the policy of the Soviet Union in not 
admitting any refugees any justification. Many 
German Jews must leave Germany. For them it 
is not a question of choosing the best liked coun- 
tries. They must leave at once and they will wel- 
come a refuge wherever it will be offered. The 
self appointed “best sons of the Jewish people”’ 
(the Jewish Communists in the U. S.) have also 
raised their voices in the demand that all demo- 
cratic countries should admit the refugees, but 
strangely, among the democratic countries they 
enumerate, Russia is not mentioned. Is it due 
to the fact that they do not consider Soviet Russia 
to be a democracy? This they will, of course, 
deny. Yet of what value are Communist protests 
and demands for more lenient immigration laws, 
if they omit the one country which they believe to 
be ideal and absolve it of any duty and responsi- 
bility toward the refugee? 

Not that the Communists are unaware that this 
question—Why doesn’t Russia admit any refu- 
gees ?—is being asked all around. They are aware 
of it and have made many lame attempts to an- 
swer it. In doing so they add insult to injury. 
“People used to higher standards of living may 
be dissatisfied with conditions in Russia and may 
turn against its regime”. This is the burden of 
the Communist apologies. But unless they imply 
that conditions in Russia are worse than the con- 
ditions of the refugees who are forced to live in 
ditches in No-man’s-land under constant threat 
of violence, than they are guilty of cynical dis- 
regard of the plight of the homeless exiles. 

What should be done? “German and Austrian 
Jews cannot be saved if emigration is promised to 
them as a way out. This is no solution but only 
a subterfuge.” Thus declares Trud. Generously, 
German Jews are advised to wait for the social 
revolution—a redeeming event which the Com- 
munists themselves have during the past years 
relegated to the dim future. Meanwhile they hold 
out before the homeless refugees tantalizing vi- 
sions of a Jewish republic in Biro Bidjan, of 
plenty and prosperity in one sixth of the globe, 
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of employment. Visions—but not realities. The 
gates of the Soviet “Promised Land” are tightly 
shut. 

But if shutting the doors against the German 
Jewish exiles is unforgivable, how should we de- 
scribe the Soviet mockery of dangling before the 
refugees rosy visions of a “Jewish republic” in 
Biro Bidjan, to which they are not admitted? 


TRIAL IN PARIS 


FRENCH court will soon determine the fate 

of Herschel Grynszpan. Learned lawyers 
will debate whether the seventeen-year-old boy 
should be beheaded for his mad and desperate 
act. There will be passionate pleas for mercy by 
the brilliant array of lawyers for the defense; 
there will be a grim demand for “‘justice” on the 
part of the prosecution, and the wretched boy 
cowering in the prisoner’s dock will almost be 
forgotten in the forensic clash. He will be a 
“cause celebre’”’, a symbol, not just a half-crazed, 
baffled boy, goaded beyond endurance, seeking to 
hurt because he himself had been so incompre- 
hensibly hurt. Of course, Herschel Grynszpan is 
guilty. No one in his senses can condone his 
shooting of the Nazi diplomat. “Havlagah”— 
the principle of self restraint in the face of terror, 
the refusal to retaliate crime with crime—applies 
to the Diaspora as well as to Palestine. The world 
condemns the futile act of violence which served 
as the excuse for the long-prepared martyrdom of 
German Jewry; but the world condemns the forces 
which made this boy a killer even more. Herschel 
Grynszpan should have been playing ball, not hold- 
ing a gun. He should have been studying a book 
in school, not fingering a postal card from destitute 
parents driven from nowhere to nowhere. He 
should have been at home, not wandering about 
the streets of a strange city whose gay sidewalk 
cafes were not for him—the bright city of Paris 
from which he was to be deported. The world 
knows this. That is why there is this rallying of 
sympathy, this generous response to Dorothy 
Thompson’s appeal for a defense fund from non- 
Jews all over the country. 

We hope that the French jury, which under- 
stands so well the anguish of the human heart, 
will think only of Herschel, and that the political 
implications of the killing of Vom Rath will not 
overshadow the boy before them. Herschel is not 
a member of a terrorist band nor a tool of terror- 
ists. He is only a tormented child who would 
much rather have loved than hated, and he 
must be viewed as such alone. Whatever the 
fate of Herschel Grynszpan, the verdict on Nazi- 
dom will be rendered by a court of even greater 
compass and power than that sitting in Paris. We 
hope the judges will be able to close their ears 
to the tom-toms being beaten in the jungle cities 
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across the Rhine. Humanity should be spared the 
ultimate shame of the guillotine descending on the 
neck of Herschel. 


WE MUST STAND TOGETHER 


IT WAS quite natural that the persecution of 
the Jews in Germany should evoke the protest and 
condemnation of the Negro press in the U. S. 
Being an oppressed minority themselves, the 
Negroes can understand the plight of Jewry more 
keenly than many others and their sympathy has 
the sincerity of people who share a similar fate. 
It was also to be expected that in condemning 
Germany for its barbarity they should at the same 
time give voice to their many and just grievances 
against the treatment accorded to them at the 
hands of the white population in this country. 

This is no time to compare grievances and to 
weigh the relative immensity of the wrongs suf- 
fered by Jews and Negroes. There is no yard- 
stick with which to measure wrongs, and suffer- 
ing inflicted unjustly stands condemned regardless 
of its enormity. But many a Jew in Germany 
might be inclined to look with envy upon the 
status of the Negro in the U. S. today. With a 
full realization of the injustice, exploitation and 
discrimination to which the Negroes are subjected, 
the basic and significant fact remains that they 
have a home. Not even the most rabid Jim 
Crowism denies their right to live in this country 
or talks of expelling them as a people. This is of 
great importance, for when a people has a home, 
it has the basis for its future happiness. It can 
continue to struggle for its rights; it can expect the 
advanced sections of the neighboring population 
to come to its assistance. True, the Negroes are 
exploited; they are relegated to a few underpaid 
branches of the national economy. But these occu- 
pations also provide them with a weapon of strug- 
gle for the improvement of their lot. And while 
discrimination is widespread even in the North, 
there still are many opportunities open to them in 
education, in industry and above all in the freedom 
to organize their forces for the protection of their 
interests. 

The lot of the Negro is not enviable and white 
America has much to correct and much to atone 
for. It is up to minority groups, such as the Jews 
and the Negroes in this country, to intensify the 
struggle against discrimination and racial bigotry. 
The plague of “racism”, the dishonest and per- 
verted belief in higher and lower races, which is 
sweeping such a large part of Europe will no 
doubt attempt to entrench itself also in the U. S. 
We must be prepared to resist it with all the forces 
at our command. 

And a first step in this direction is for the minor- 
ity groups themselves to purge their ranks of all 
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racial prejudice and intolerance which may have 
crept in or which are being planted among them 
by clever propagandists who seek to stir up one 
group against another. It is altogether too easy 
to transform a just feeling of resentment against 
oppression into a dangerous hatred of another 
race or nation. We, the ones who suffer from 
such racial intolerance, must be the first to stamp 
it out in our own midst. Then shall we be able 
to conduct the struggle for our rights with an un- 
dimmed belief in the justice of our cause. 

In the days ahead of us there will be an in- 
creased need for cooperation between Jews and 
Negroes. The political successes of Nazism in 
Europe have tremendously increased its arrogance 
and ambitions and it will no doubt seek to organize 
the forces of racial intolerance in this country. In 
anticipation of the fight against the common 
enemy, we must stand together, Jew and Negro, 
all those who will bear the burden of the attack. 
Working together and aided by the forces of 
sanity and progress in the country we may yet 
succeed in eradicating the cancer of racial in- 
tolerance. 


INVERTED RACIALISM 
T ABOUT the same time that Mexico’s labor 


and progressive government sent back to 
Germany twenty-one Jewish refugees, some of 
whom had but recently been freed from concen- 
tration camps, the Mexican Minister of the Inter- 
ior gave the world an idea of his government’s 
particular brand of racial policies. He announced 
that Mexico was willing to admit a limited number 
of refugees. But those among them who are un- 
der twenty-five years of age and unmarried would 
have to pledge themselves to marry Indian women 
and thus to share in the creation of the Mestizo 
race. 

This is, of course, a great advance over the 
Nazi “idea” that a German becomes “defiled” by 
coming in contact with a member of the Jewish 
people. The Mexican attitude at least presup- 
poses that the other race is not inferior and would 
not “poison” the blood stream of the Mexican 
population. In a sense this attitude may even be 
considered as complimentary. Thus did pious 
Jews, a generation ago, seek scholarly young men 
as husbands for their often illiterate daughters. 

But on closer observation the “fair” policy of 
the Mexican government is not very superior to 
the Nazi race ideology. In either case the state 
attempts to rid itself of minorities—one through 
extermination and expulsion, the other through 
complete assimilation. In either case the minority 
group is not tolerated as such and is denied the 
right to exist as a group. It is one thing to de- 
mand allegiance to the state and fulfillment of the 
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duties of citizenship; we can understand the desire 
of a government to achieve a maximum of cultural 
integration on the part of its population. It is 
something altogether different to demand of min- 
ority groups that within the space of one genera- 
tion they must change the shape of their noses 
and the texture of their hair. 

Mexico has in recent years been the leader 
among Latin American countries in the matter of 
social legislation. It has pointed the way to far 
reaching economic changes for the benefit of the 
workers and peons. It must now avoid the blot 
of racial totalitarianism which everywhere be- 
comes the earmark of fascism. 


CONTRIBUTE WISELY 


A icone ONLY certainty about the problem of 
Jewish refugees at present is that vast sums of 
money will be needed to keep them alive and to 
rescue them from Germany. The financial de- 
mands which American Jews will have to meet 
will be greater than the burden which they had 
to shoulder during the World War and after on 
behalf of the Jews of Eastern Europe. 

To persons not in intimate contact with Jewish 
life, the present problem may appear to be a new 
one. But American Jewish organizations, notably 
the Joint Distribution Committee in the field of 
relief, the United Palestine Appeal and the 
Gewerkshaften Campaign in the field of resettle- 
ment and the Hadassah Youth Aliya in the field of 
child settlement, have been working for the Ger- 
man Jews since 1933. Now that the suffering of 
German Jews has reached the headlines because 
of an outbreak of mass brutality, thousands hither- 
to deaf to the need are moved with the desire to 
help. This aroused sense of humanity should be 
of material aid in the collection of funds. 

As a result, a number of so-called anti-fascist 
groups long active in their respective fields but 
never sufficiently interested in the German Jews 
to raise one dollar in their behalf, have leaped 
to the forefront and are taking contributions from 
the uncritical and uninformed. Many persons 
called to meetings to protest against the persecu- 
tion of German Jews have contributed to various 
funds with the vague notion that they were con- 
tributing to the aid of refugees. 

It is possible that many of these groups will 
soon set up subsidiaries to.engage in relief work. 
But a sense of responsibility should warn us to 
avoid the mushroom growth of new ‘‘friends” and 
“defenders” of the Jewish people who may be ex- 
ploiting Jewish misery for their own ends. Any 
money contributed to these newly created funds 
that have appeared overnight may well mean 
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money diverted from the refugees to some political 
or ideological sect. 


A SIGNIFICANT CONVENTION 


HE FOURTEENTH annve! convention of 

the National Labor Committee which was held 
in New York on November 25-27 was a landmark 
in the development of Labor Zionism in America. 
Climaxing fifteen years of effort for the Jewish 
workers in Palestine this convention marks the 
end of one epoch and the beginning of a new 
period of activity on behalf of labor Palestine. 

When it was organized by the United Hebrew 
Trades fifteen years ago, the National Labor 
Committee, which conducts the annual Gewerk- 
shaften campaign, represented but a small section 
of Jewish labor in this country. True, it was the 
most advanced section because already at that 
early date it realized the significance of the Pales- 
tine labor movement and it foresaw the tremen- 
dous constructive and rejuvenating role which the 
Histadruth was destined to play in the history of 
the Jewish people and the rebuilding of Palestine. 
But the masses of workers and Jewish intellectuals 
at that time remained aloof. The progress made 
during these years and the change that has occur- 
red in the thinking and the attitude of the masses 
of American Jewry during these fifteen years were 
amply reflected in this convention whose nearly 
2,000 delegates represented three-quarter million 
Jews. This is a far cry from the first convention 
with its 150 delegates. The National Labor 
Committee, and the Gewerkshaften campaign 
which it conducts, is now a mainstream in Amer- 
ican Jewish life. 

Significant as its financial achievements are— 
over 2 million dollars raised to aid pioneering 
Jewish labor in Palestine—its educational and 
organizational achievements in Jewish life are of 
equal and even greater importance. This move- 
ment has given unity to Jewish masses around the 
banner of the ideals and aims of the Palestine 
Jewish workers. It has provided an aim in life 
for many, and in an era of disillusionment it has 
offered an inspiring example of Jewish workers 
building a homeland—building the cells of a just, 
cooperative society. 

Now the National Labor Committee embarks 
on a new year of greater efforts. It is no longer 
necessary to “sell’’ the idea of labor Palestine. 
History, and the educational work in the past 
have already “sold” the idea. But the tasks ahead 
are much greater now than they have ever been 
in the past. Palestine has grown. Jewish labor 
in Palestine has grown in numbers, in organiza- 
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tion, in strength and in responsibility. But the 
needs of the masses of Jews in the European coun- 
tries have also grown tremendously. To cope 
with the immense task ahead of us will require 
all the energies of the great movement which the 
National Labor Committee now represents. But 


Jones Listens To 


me COUGHLIN indulged in a lot of 
quoting in his recent radio addresses. He 
quoted Nazis, and he quoted a Professor Denis 
Fahey, but there is one very apt quotation that he 
omitted. He failed to quote the very illuminating 
description of Nazi strategy which Hitler was 
generous enough to offer in Mein Kampf: “A lie 
is believed because of the unconditional and insol- 
ent inflexibility with which it is propogated and 
because it takes advantage of the sentimental and 
extreme sympathies of the masses . . . Therefore, 
something always is retained even from the most 
impudent of lies." 

Anyone who listened to the voice of Father 
Coughlin over the radio in his recent addresses 
heard as vicious an attempt to arouse anti-Semit- 
ism as has yet been tried in the United States on 
this scale. It would be idle to minimize the ef- 
fect of Coughlin’s Jew-baiting. The audience 
that he reaches is large; his appeal is simple and 
primitive but not so primitive as immediately to 
antagonize the thousands of people who listen to 
his cries for “social justice.” If he were more 
brutal, more direct, he would be less dangerous, 
but the art of the demagogue, skilled to twist each 
apparent defeat into a victory, was never more 
brilliantly demonstrated than in his “defense.” 
And because, through the radio, the demagogue 
now reaches innumerable human beings who will 
never read the damning rebuttal in the next day’s 
newspapers, one might as well take full cogni- 
zance of his method and talents. 

What ideas did Mr. Jones, the average, un- 
critical member of Father Coughlin’s audience, 
carry away with him at the conclusion of the ad- 
dress on November 27th? In the first place, he 
was convinced that Father Coughlin was most un- 
happy about the persecution of the Jews in Ger- 
many. Did not Father Coughlin deplore persecu- 
tion in every other sentence? Then, Jones began 
to wonder just how badly the Jews had been mal- 
treated after all? The only persecution the 


Father referred to was a 400 million dollar fine 
levied on 600,000 German Jews. With great re- 
straint, Father Coughlin omitted all mention of 
burnings, beatings, and lootings. The only refer- 
ence to violence was the “murder” of the German 
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the adherents and sympathizers of Labor Pales- 
tine have matured ideologically. They understand 
the burden which history imposed upon them and 
they will bear it faithfully with a full realization 
of the significance of their work to millions of 
Jews. 


Father Coughlin 


diplomat. And how strange, that the press, the 
radio and all means of ‘‘communication,”’ in which 
these clever, persecuted Jews were influential, 
made so little fuss about persecuted Christians in 
Mexico, Spain and Russia. Here, Father Cough- 
lin was telling about 20 million Christians who 
had been murdered in Russia, but more protest 
was being made about a fine which the rich Jews 
could pay. Why does everybody hate the Jew, 
anyhow? What's wrong with them? Well, 
Father Coughlin, who knows just what puzzles 
Mr. Jones, is going to explain it all. Father 
Coughlin would be loath to see persecution in 
America. He loves tolerance. So he is going to 
indulge in some brotherly warnings. It seems 
that the Jews have been hated throughout history 
always after the Christians had been oppressed by 
exploiters—no names mentioned. Just now the 
Nazis are defending themselves against commu- 
nism—and the Jews—the secret will out—practi- 
cally created Soviet Russia. Even Jewish bankers 
like Jacob Schiff and Felix Warburg, financed the 
Russian revolution. If even Jewish bankers have 
a passion for communism, what Jew isn’t infected, 
reflects Mr. Jones. Yes, Father Coughlin has 
clarified everything in his conclusion: “There is 
the question of anti-Semitism which is really anti- 
communism.” Furthermore, because the pious 
Father is bravely telling the truth he has been 
kept off the air by some Jewish-controlled stations 
and is being victimized for the greater glory of 
God. 

The evidence? The proof that Jacob Schiff 
financed Trotsky, that Kuhn and Loeb fomented 
the Russian revolution? Father Coughlin hates 
to tell all, but let Mr. Jones face the facts of life. 
The American Secret Service and a British White 
Paper have issued reports containing these damn- 
ing revelations. So, now, Jones can have no 
doubts. 

Of course, if Mr. Jones were hypercritical, he 
might notice that Father Coughlin names no indi- 
viduals and sources on his own authority. That 
might be libellous. The prudent Father says ‘‘As 
the Nazis claim,” or he reads a lengthy extract 
from “The Mystical Body of Christ in the Mod- 
ern World,” composed by Dennis Fahey, who, 
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safely in Ireland, can afford to take full responsi- 
bility for libels on Kuhn and Loeb. Mr. Jones 
might also notice that most of the men involved 
by Coughlin, are dead. The Reverend Father is 
taking no chances, just as he is taking no chances 
when he prefaces his reprints of the thousand-fold 
exposed ‘‘Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” with 
the acknowledgment that they are notorious 
forgeries. 

All of Coughlin’s falsifications and misstate- 
ments have been adequately answered and ex- 
posed. The United States Secret Service has an- 
nounced that no such report as mentioned by 
Coughlin was ever made. The unabridged edi- 
tion of the British White Paper includes no ‘“‘docu- 
ment” by the American Secret Service. Alexan- 
der Kerensky has pointed out that there was not a 
single Jew in the government established by the 
revolution under Prince Lvoff. But of what avail 
are official statistics against the blasts emanating 
from Dennis Fahey’s ‘The Mystical Body of 
Christ’? 

By now, Jones is quite convinced. And if he is 
wavering, Coughlin still has some bolts to draw. 
There is the quotation from the American Heb- 
rew which keeps bobbing up. It seems that in 
1920, some writer in the American Hebrew re- 
joiced over “the annihilation of Russian Czarism” 
and claimed that the overthrow of the Romanoff 
autocracy and the establishment of a republic was 


9 





largely due ‘‘to the Jewish effort to reconstruct.” 
Possibly the American Hebrew was giving the 
Jews too much credit, but Coughlin, by omitting 
the phrase “the annihilation of Russian Czarism”’ 
and substituting the words “the Russian-Jewish 
revolution,” completely distorts the sense of the 
American Hebrew’s jubilation. But who can ex- 
pect Jones to verify the Reverend’s statements in 
the old files of the American Hebrew? 

If Father Coughlin is really concerned with the 
history of Bolshevism, let him examine the mem- 
oirs of General Ludendorff in which the German 
general relates how the Kaiser’s government pro- 
pogated Bolshevism in Russia in order to assure 
Russia’s withdrawal from the war. However, 
such research might not serve his purpose. 

Coughlin is shrewdly protected. He hides be- 
hind quotation marks and an air of innocence— 
the classic strategy of ‘‘But Brutus is an honorable 
man.” Even though several responsible stations 
like WMCA have barred him from the air, a 
twist of the dial to a less scrupulous station will 
bring his voice, booming its malice, into every part 
of the country. The superiors of the Reverend 
cannot afford to disregard his activities. At least, 
let him not hide behind a priest’s frock, especially 
since his greatest strength flows from the imper- 
turbable conviction of his backers that “something 
is retained even from the most impudent of lies.” 


Back To The Mandate 


N NOVEMBER 9, the Woodhead Commis- 
sion issued its report on the plan to paitition 
Palestine. That same day the British Govern- 
ment decided to table this report and issued a dec- 
laration of its policy in Palestine. The sense of 
this declaration was that after a careful study of 
the problem, the government knows no more than 
it knew before. The partition plan, which until 
the last moment was characterized as “the most 
hopeful solution,” was removed from the agenda 
and came to be looked upon as “the most hopeless 
solution.” To the question, ‘‘What does the gov- 
ernment intend to do about the complicated Pales- 
tine problem?,” it replied that at present it does 
not know what to do. Should Britain send an- 
other investigating commission? But what will such 
a commission learn and what new discoveries can it 
make? The British commissions of “experts” 
which went to Palestine have already become the 
subject for much humor. When one thinks of the 
“expert” conclusions of the “French” commission 
and the “objective analysis” of Hope Simpson, 
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one would find it difficult to explain how hundreds 
of thousands of Jewish immigrants settled in the 
country which was declared to be so overcrowded 
that it “contained not even room for an additional 
cat.”” Only the Peel Commission saw possibilities 
for considerable Jewish immigration into one-fifth 
of the area of Palestine and on this area it sug- 
gested the establishment of a Jewish state. The 
four members of the Woodhead Commission, 
who studied the Peel plan, came to three different 
conclusions, but all of them were unanimous that 
their suggestions should not be taken too seriously. 

The British Government is now seeking a solu- 
tion in a plan which was not particularly success- 
ful when applied by the Empire on previous occa- 
sions—a round table conference of all the parties 
concerned. But even the government is sceptical 
about the efficacy of this plan. It is not certain 
that it will succeed in convoking this conference 
nor is it over-optimistic as to the outcome of the 
conference. What, then, will Britain do if the 
Jews, Arabs and English will not come to an 
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agreement? Britain postpones the answer to this 
question. If such a situation will arise, it will de- 
termine its own policy without consulting Jews 
and Arabs. What that policy may be is impos- 
sible to foretell both because British statesmen do 
not speak freely and also because they do not 
know themselves what it may be. 

One should therefore not be surprised that this 
lack of direction on the part of Britain was re- 
flected at the sessions of the Zionist Actions Com- 
mittee which took place in London immediately 
after the announcement of the Woodhead report. 
Under the circumstances, the Actions Committee 
could not indicate its strategy in the near future, 
nor would it have been wise to do so. The mem- 
bers of the committee saw one thing clearly—that 
there were no real prospects for the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish state in a part of 
Palestine in the near future and that the 
question of partition, which evoked such pas- 
sionate debates among Zionists, was now a 
dead issue. It is irrelevant to determine who 
was responsible for the demise of the partition 
plan. There are no grounds to believe that the 
opposition of a section of the Zionist movement to 
this plan was responsible for its rejection. Dr. 
Weizmann and the leaders of the political depart- 
ment of the Jewish Agency have declared that the 
differences of opinion within the Zionist move- 
ment had nothing to do with the liquidation of the 
plan to establish a Jewish state. In London, as 
well as in Jerusalem, it is clearly understood that 
the British government “miscalculated” and built 
its Palestine plans on false premises. It was in- 
tended, by suggesting partition, to create a second 
Arab power in opposition to the Mufti and the ex- 
tremist element. This plan of the government 
did not succeed. The moderate elements among 
the Arabs have not grown to be a power and the 
extremists, who looked upon partition as a danger 
equal to the continuation of the Mandate, were 
not weakened. It is still premature to disclose all 
the intrigues of Italy and all the provocations of 
Nazi Germany. But the authorities in London 
are certain that no agreement with these powers is 
sufficient guarantee against their continued med- 
dling in Arab affairs. The pressure of the Arab 
countries has also grown recently as a result of the 
Munich pact. Iraq, which has annexationist as- 
pirations toward Palestine, has lately exhibited a 
more vigorous intervention in matters pertaining 
to “that ancient Moslem land.” Ibn Saud, whose 
friendship England prizes, has protested strongly 
against partition and even Christian Lebanon, 
which is interested to have a neighboring Jewish 


state in order not to be isolated in a sea of Mos-. 


lem countries, was also forced by Pan-Arab dema- 
gogy to protest against “Jewish invasion of a land 
which is historically Arabic.” There was still an- 
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other consideration—after the Munich pact, the 
Chamberlain group is not anxious to assume res- 
ponsibility for the existence and the defense of a 
new state. 

What should be the orientation of the Zionist 
movement after the hope for Jewish statehood 
has come to naught? I do not believe that anyone 
can suggest any basically new plan. At the ses- 
sions of the Actions Committee and later, during 
the negotiations of the Jewish Agency, opinions 
were expressed approving the Round Table Con- 
ference which is to be participated in by Arab 
countries. “It is possible,” some argued, “that 
these negotiations with the Palestine Arabs as well 
as with the legitimate representatives of the neigh- 
boring countries may open before us great oppor- 
tunities if we should agree to the establishment of 
a federation of Arab countries. In a great feder- 
ation which should include Palestine, Trans-Jor- 
dan, Iraq, Arabia, Syria and Lebanon, the Pales- 
tine Arabs would have no fear for their status if 
Jews should continue to settle in one of its smaller 
provinces.” Such a scheme would also reassure 
the other countries and we could thus establish re- 
lations of true friendship and cooperation with 
the Arabs. 

This plan is not new in the history of Zionism 
and years ago it was suggested by Victor Jacob- 
son. Were we confronted merely with a problem 
of logic, this plan would be rated as the most de- 
sirable. But in view of present day realities, this 
plan becomes impractical. We cannot create a 
federation for the Arabs. So far as the Arabs 
themselves are concerned, they still lack the con- 
structive forces needed for the realization of such 
a complicated political structure as a Federal 
state. Many years will have to elapse before 
local Arab separatist tendencies, dynastic competi- 
tions and Moslem religious friction, which hinder 
Arab political development, can be removed. In 
addition, one must consider whether it is possible 
to come to an understanding with the Arab poli- 
tical leaders at this time, when extreme chauvin- 
ism and religious fanaticism are rampant in the 
Arab world, even assuming that the plan for an 
Arab federation was practicable. 

The only policy we can now follow is the policy 
of renewed struggle for the full enforcement of 
the Mandate in the coming years. This is not an 
easy task. It is more difficult today than it was 
two years ago. The idea of mandates, especially 
the class A mandates, is internationalist in charac- 
ter. In a world, a large part of which is overrun 
by fascism, the enforcement of mandates, there- 
fore becomes more difficult. The League of 
Nations has now lost whatever fragments of influ- 
ence it possessed and there is now no international 
forum before which England should feel herself 
morally responsible. But we know that our work 
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in Palestine stands or falls with the mandate sys- 
tem and with the Balfour Declaration, which is in- 
terwoven with it. Our aim must therefore be not 
to absolve England of its obligations and not to 
permit it to circumvent its duties through propo- 
sals of Jewish colonization in other territories as 
“compensation” for betraying us in Palestine. 
During October, London was ready to transform 
all of Palestine into an Arab state with a minority 
status for the Jewish population and without pros- 
pects of further large-scale immigration in the 
future. We succeeded in preventing this catastro- 
phe. Our success was due not only to the pres- 
sure from Washington—which was greater than 
most people suspect—but to an even greater ex- 
tent it was due to the Jewish community in Pales- 
tine. Government circles in London came to real- 
ize that the Yishuv is strong enough and sufficient- 
ly desperate not to allow such a move. Although 
Jews are only one-third of the population of Pal- 
estine, economically and politically their signifi- 
cance transcends this statistical limitation. It 
would not have been so easy to establish an Arab 
state against the will of a third of the population 
which controls the greatest part of the transport, 
industry and the public services. The government, 
today, must also consider the Jewish armed forces 
in Palestine. During the past two years it has 
been forced to arm Jews and to mobilize them for 
the defense of British police stations, airports and 
other points that were of more than local strategic 
importance. A youthful, well-organized, idealistic 
and desperate population—considerable parts of 
which are armed—can be a decisive factor when 
its vital needs and hopes are affected. Govern- 
ment circles in London now realize this and we 
must darw our conclusions as a result of this reali- 


zation. 


1. We will go to the Round Table Conference 
if the Arab representatives are ready. On its own 
initiative, the Jewish Agency has more than once 
suggested direct negotiations between the three in- 
terested parties. The British government knows 
who is to blame if such negotiations did not hereto- 
fore take place. We have no reason to expect 
positive results from this conference but every at- 
tempt at understanding should be welcomed. 


2. In its declaration of the 9th of November, 
the British government declared that it will not 
negotiate with those Arabs whom it holds respon- 
sible for the bloody events of the past thirty 
months. This would exclude the Mufti. The 
British press protested the elimination of the 
Mufti from the negotiations, with a certain mea- 
sure of justice. Sympathies and antipathies have 
no room in political dealings. One deals with 
those who are strong and influential and whose 
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signatures carry weight. We may be morally out- 
raged, yet, I believe, that we will have to attend 
the conference even if the government invites the 
group of the Mufti to attend. We must not create 
the impression that at any time we refused to meet 
with influential Arabs to discuss peace, no matter 
how black the record of those Arabs may have 
been. 

3. It is now too late to protest against the invit- 
ation extended to independent Arab countries to 
attend the conference. England did not consult 
us whether to invite them or not. We will con- 
sider it our duty to participate in the conference 
together with the representatives of the neighbor- 
ing Arab countries despite the fact that legally 
they are entitled to no status in the consideration 
of Palestine affairs. 

4. In all the coming negotiations—if and when 
they will take place—we will insist on one prin- 
ciple: no agreement can be reached with the other 
side except on the principle that the Balfour Dec- 
laration and the mandatory regime remain in force 
in Palestine. Without this condition—for the near 
future—no agreements with the Arabs have any 
real value. 

5. If it is possible to attain an “‘armistice” for 
a number of years, based on the above-mentioned 
condition, we shall welcome it even if it should in- 
volve an immigration smaller than the needs of 
the present catastrophic period require. (Smaller 
immigration quotas with peace are in the last anal- 
ysis larger than bigger quotas without peace.) If 
such an armistice should prove impossible, we will 
continue to fight for at least one objective: that 
the British government should not attempt to find 
a final solution to the Palestine problem until the 
political alignment of forces in the world will 
change. Every radical and final solution attempt- 
ed at the present time, when the British govern- 
ment is ready to serve its own interests at the ex- 
pense of others, will inevitably be directed against 
us. 

6. We must be prepared to continue our colon- 
ization work in Palestine in a period of transition 
which can best be described as ‘‘a state of suspen- 
sion.” It is too early to discuss the details of the 
methods to be followed. But the Jewish commu- 
nity in Palestine must consolidate its economic 
positions and must be politically disciplined to the 
end that its resistance—passive and, if necessary, 
also active resistance—should be forceful, that 
the British government may not be led to consider 
the liquidation of Zionism as the line of least 
resistance. 

But in order to enable the Jews in Palestine to 
fulfill their mission, the Jews in the Diaspora 
must come to their aid, in a much more effective 
manner than heretofore, politically, morally, fin- 
ancially and with “human material” of certain 
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categories. Today we can have no other slogan 
than—‘‘Back to the Mandate.” The existing 
Jewish community in Palestine is our main weapon 
in the struggle for the enforcement of the man- 
date. There is, therefore, no more important 
political work today than strengthening the Yishuv 
and increasing its endurance and ability to carry 
on the struggle. 

There are times when it is unforgivable—at 
any rate, useless—to consider a situation from the 
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viewpoint of pessimism or optimism. The situa- 
tion must be evaluated in the light of a realistically 
understood duty. We are now undergoing such a 
period in relation to Palestine. It is, therefore, 
necessary that this realistically understood consci- 
ousness of duty, which is so apparent and effective 
in Palestine, should also imbue world Jewry and 
especially its largest, and, thus far, most fortunate 
community—the Jews of America. 


Spreading The Nazi Gospel 


HETHER Mr. Chamberlain was an ingen- 

uous blunderer who really believed that he 
was securing “peace in our time” by the Munich 
sell-out, or whether he was a cynical trickster con- 
sciously surrendering the world to fascism to pro- 
tect the class-interests of the Cliveden set, only 
Mr. Chamberlain is in a position to reveal. The 
rest of us can only surmise. However, though 
the impulses at work in the British mind may be 
debatable, in one field at least all is clear. -We 
need have no doubts whatever as to what is going 
on in the Nazi mind. Those curious to know just 
how much “appeasement” will appease or how 
bright the prospects for peace actually are, need 
only consult the frankly avowed and endlessly re- 
peated Nazi program. 

Since the belated discovery of Mein Kampf 
by American journalists, the air is heavy with 
quotations from that opus as though Mein 
Kampf were an isolated phenomenon and the 
sole source of light on Nazi intentions. ‘What 
will Hitler do next?” and the answer is pro- 
duced pat and formidable, from what is begin- 
ning to seem the most unassuming autobiography 
of the century. By now these citations smell of 
the grave. We stand around the corpse and caw: 
“So he did exactly what he said he would do in 
page 143, or page 247.” And yet, despite the 
elegiac mood which colors our reading, Nazi liter- 
ature is still of more than posthumous interest, 
particularly if we realize that Hitler is merely the 
exceedingly shrewd and able popularizer of an 
elaborate body of dogma. It is a mistake to as- 
sume that the vision which animates Mein 
Kampf is original with its author or necessarily 
dependent upon him. He is the supreme expon- 
ent in speech and action of a philosophy whose im- 
plications the civilized world cannot evade, if it 
proposes to survive. And it is a dangerous error 
to believe, as many do, that Europe is being re- 
shaped by the whims of a madman whom a des- 
perate people has put in the saddle. Such an as- 
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sumption carries the comforting corollary that the 
lunatic, though menacing, is essentially befuddled, 
and hence sweet reason will triumph in the end. 
This is not a just estimate of the situation. Anti- 
reason holds the reins, but not unreason. The 
program of Nazidom is frigteningly clear, logical 
and consistent. The relentlessly one-track mind 
of Hitler which has deviated not one inch from 
its purposes since these were first formulated over 
a decade ago, springs naturally from a philosophy 
which is occasionally flexible in tactic, but always 
rigid in essence. 

The time has passed when we can afford to be 
either amused at, or scornful of, Nazi pronounce- 
ments. There is no particular point in again ex- 
posing the nonsensical anthropology, the phantas- 
tic history or the ethical degradation of the Nazi 
theoreticians. What is important is to realize 
that whatever the intellectual absurdity and moral 
atrocity of the Nazi position, it represents a pro- 
gram of action which is in the process of being re- 
alized at a breath-taking pace. It is too late to 
shed tears for Austria or Czechoslovakia, but it 
is not too late to try to understand what the fut- 
ure holds in store. Anyone who wants to see 
which way Nazi Germany is headed—with or 
without Hitler—need only glance at Aurel Kol- 
nai’s remarkable compendium of Nazi theory, 
“The War Against the West.”** When one puts 
down the close to 700 pages of quotations from 
Nazi publicists and leaders, one has no further 
illusions as to how “appeaseable” the appetites 
of these gentlemen may be. 

In the first place it is essential to realize that 
Hitler is not a monster begotten by Versailles. 
He is the logical culmination of a century of Ger- 
man thought. The Treaty of Versailles merely 
gave the impetus to a tendency which had been 
steadily developing in German political philoso- 
phy. Nazism is the physical embodiment, the 
final flowering of the metaphysics of Fichte, Hegel 


N y a War Against the West,’’ by Aurel Kolnai. The Viking Press. 
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and in some measure, Nietsche. This must be 
understood in order to evaluate fully the force 
and character of Nazi ambitions. When Fichte 
wrote over a hundred years ago that the German 
people is ‘the people, metaphyiscally predestined, 
which has the moral right to fulfill its destiny by 
every means of cunning and force,” or when 
Hegel extolled the Prussian State and War, these 
lusty sentiments may have had a quaint academic 
remoteness. But today we know that the utter- 
ances of Nazi philosophers on such abstract 
themes as the nature of the state, or the value of 
morality, mean immediate business. 

On the basis of their own statements, Hitler 
and his cohorts will not be satisfied with South- 
Eastern Europe and the Danube region already 
within their grasp. They will not be satisfied with 
the wheat-fields of the Ukraine for which they 
hanker so openly. They will reach the happy 
condition of “appeasement” only when they have 
attained world-dominion. They have a world 
mission, and Nazidom has embarked on a crusade 
to fulfill this mission. Words such as these have 
a hysterical ring, yet no more hysterical than the 
grandiose mouthings of Hitler before he rose to 
power. So much of the Nazi program has al- 
ready been realized, that we cannot take the risk 
of being contemptuous of the still more extensive 
remainder, no matter how extravagant its scope 
may seem. 

The immediate results of the Munich peace are 
obvious enough. Germany bestrides Central and 
Eastern Europe, and those states which have not 
yet been gobbled up, are rushing to come to terms 
—to enter the German orbit rather than jaw. 
The Road to Bagdad lies wide open and the sign- 
posts, lettered in gothic, .say, ‘Verboten.” It 
looks like a good day’s work, and perhaps Cham- 
berlain really believes that Hitler will require 
‘peace in our time” to digest his gains. But that 
is a forlorn hope. The three fundamental Nazi 
tenets, the belief in a master race, the belief in a 
master state and the glorification of war, allow 
of no respite. They form an exacting Trinity 
whose devotees are in perpetual service. 

“The present state of the world is confused be- 
cause there is neither a master-state above the 
states, nor a master-class above the classes,” 
writes Haiser, a Nazi lover of order, while an- 
other friendly soul (F. W. Heinz) suggests quite 
simply that ‘Only the German people is called to 
rule the Earth.” Hitler himself, whose professed 
intentions in regard to his immediate geographic 
neighbors are now accorded the utmost respect, 
also has occasion to reveal the future “master of 
the earth.” He inveighs: “A State which, in the 
age of racial decadence, devotes itself to the care 
of its best racial elements, is bound to emerge 
some day as the Master of the Earth.” In an- 
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other connection, he grows still more emphatic. 
He holds forth’ on the golden age when the “‘sup- 
reme kind of Man will have conquered and sub- 
jected the world integrally enough to be exclusive 
master of the earth.” That is putting it neatly 
and unequivocally. 

The temptation to dismiss this grandiloquence 
as pretentious phrase-mongering is naturally con- 
siderable, but one had better withstand it. The 
blue-print for world-dominion has been as care- 
fully sketched as the one for European suprem- 
acy. 

The book second in influence to ‘Mein Kampf” 
in Germany is Alfred Rosenberg’s ““The Myth of 
the Twentieth Century.” In this work he fore- 
tells in detail not only the emergence of a ‘“Nor- 
dic Europe” but he indicates the disposition that 
will be made of the rest of the world under ‘“‘Nor- 
dic Teutonic leadership.” England as a “white” 
state, will be permitted to keep India, provided 
that India is not given Dominion status. The 
United States may also enter the alliance of the 
ruling “white” states but it “must be an America 
purged of Blacks, and Yellows and Jews, with a 
systematic Nordic-European breeding imposed 
upon it.”” No one can say this isn’t handsome 
treatment, and America can hardly ask for more 
in the way of a live and let live policy. 

Not all the Nazi political theorists agree with 
the precise details of the Rosenberg plan. There 
is divergence in regard to strategy. But this div- 
ergence is essentially unimportant. What mat- 
ters is the fundamental theology of the movement 
from whose consequences there is no escape. The 
only group so far which has consistently realized 
the world-character of the Nazi menace has been 
the Communists, and they have made their usual 
mistake of giving the movement a purely econ- 
omic interpretation. But this challenge to every 
moral concept of our civilization cannot be ex- 
plained solely in the terms of the final assault of 
a dying capitalism on a new social order. The 
explanation is valid so far as it goes, but it does 
not go far enough. The Nazi neo-barbarism— 
the exaltation of the primitive, the return to the 
cave—is not only an instrument but an end itself. 
We are witnessing the birth of a new religion of 
hate which preaches that “‘one nation is the other’s 
natural enemy” (Moeller-Bruck) and that the 
stranger is not a fellow-man but a “cause for 
superstitious shudder and abhorrence” (Gerhard 
Gunther) as passionately as Christianity preaches 
that all men are brothers. “The tribe is our 
universe” cry the Nazis with the equally vocal 
corollary that the universe must belong to “our 
tribe.” 

War, too, is viewed as an end in itself, not mere- 
lv a means of achieving an economic or political 
goal. Kaufmann’s doctrine that “victorious war 
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is the social ideal . . . it is in war that the State 
displays its true nature” is repeated with little 
variation, though, with considerable amplifica- 
tion by any number of Nazi theoreticians. The 
State fulfills itself through war, which is ‘“‘the most 
complete form of state activity”. After realizing 
that such excerpts are not observations of in- 
dividuals, but constitute the essence of National 
Socialism, who can harbor any illusions about 
“peace in our time” or any time, as long as the 
present rulers of Germany are in power? Hitler 
wants war not only as a means of territorial ex- 
pansion, but because war is as deeply rooted a 
Nazi ideal, as peace is an ideal of the civilized 
world. There may be technical obstacles to the 
immediate realization of war, just as there are 
obstacles to the realization of peace, but the 
devotee remains true to his vision. 

How well drilled in the articles of the creed 
every young German is bound to be, may be 
judged from “The Nazi Primer”,* required 
reading for the seven million of the Hitler youth. 
Here again it is beside the point to expose for 
the thousandth time the extraordinary medley 
of viciously falsified history and imbecile “science” 
of which the book consists. The point is, what 
will the graduate of the course, the boy who 
has no means of checking on the “facts” offered 
him, believe? He will believe that races are un- 
equal and this this inequality is a holy law of 
nature which must be honored. He will believe 
that he himself belongs to a superior race which 
has been responsible for every important achieve- 
ment since the dawn of history, and finally, he 
will believe that his people has been stripped of 
its rightful heritage, its original possessions ex- 
tending far beyond the limits of pre-war Ger- 
many, by the unscrupulous machinations of 
inferior peoples. 

After a child has painstakingly learned that 
the bright doings of the Stone Age (2500-1800 
B.C.) were due to German talent, and that the 
bronze age (1800-800 B.C.) “brought German 
culture to a flourishing state” he is naturally 
prepared for the versatile and ubiquitious role 
of Germans throughout the subsequent centuries. 
The same holds good for the other articles of 
the faith. The essential “‘unlikeness” of men and 
the stringent laws of heredity are shown so 
prettily with pseudo-Mendelian charts, that every 
German child is bound to realize why every 
Nordic pea should shun dubious biological in- 
volvements. 2 

Of course, the authors of the book are shrewd 
enough to realize that whereas that young reader 
will have no means of questioning the “history 
and “science” he has to swallow, he still has eyes 
with which to view his environment. They know 
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that when he looks about him he will see not only 
valorous blond Nordics but plenty of brown-eyed 
dark haired fellow-tribesmen. This difficulty too 
has been solved. The Primer reveals that only 
50% of the Germans. are Nordics; the other 
50% belong to other “German” races, but since 
the “principal ingredient” is Nordic, Germany 
must be shaped according to the “outlook on life 
of the Nordic man.” After all, the main thing is 
to belong to a German race. A dark “Dinaric” 
German has two consolations. In the first place, 
he is a German and takes his alloted station in 
the state. He is not a pariah, even though he 
may not be a Brahmin. Children in democratic 
schools now accept as a matter of course, the 
inequalities of the intelligence quotient. No child 
questions the sanctity of the I.Q. which classifies 
him and tickets him. through life. The concept 
of graduation within the German complex of 
races, helps to enforce discipline and contentment 
with one’s lot. Besides, the Dinaric lad is given 
another source of hope. Due to the tricks of 
Mendel, an Eastern body may be blessed with a 
Western soul. You may look like Goebbels, but 
your soul may be pure Nordic. This footnote 
to the Nazi race theory, takes care of a great 
many inconvenient questions. 

The Nazi Primer has very little anti-Semitism, 
which is more ominous than pages of Jew-baiting 
tirades would be. This comparative absence of 
anti-Jewish propaganda shows how thoroughly 
the job has been done in Germany. There is no 
need to teach the obvious. A Jew is referred to 
without descriptive adjectives. It is apparently 
assumed by the authorities that the correct reac- 
tion on the part of the reader is inevitable just 
as we might use the word “murderer” or “gang- 
ster’”’ as self-explanatory terms. 

The whole force of the text book is directed 
towards only one end: to show the child that he 
has been robbed not only by the Versailles Treaty 
but by the whole course of history. In 1000 A.D. 
we are told, Germans flooded Europe from the 
Urals to the Gibraltar. The maps which show 
Germans triumphant throughout Europe and pen- 
etrating Asia, are excellent pedagogy even if 
incorrect geography. And the maps increase in 
graphic power. Of course the lossess through the 
Treaty of Versailles, are played up to the utmost, 
but in addition to the well-publicized claims for 
Alsace-Lorraine, Eupen, Malmedy, North Schles- 
wig, Memel, Danzig, etc., other countries figure 
in the maps. Holland, Belgium and Switzerland 
appear alarmingly as German territory on a map 
which shows German boundaries in 1550. France 
is revealed as full of German cities. We learn 
at last that Lille was once Ryssel, and that Ver- 
dun was good old German Wirten. _ Italy 
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grabbed something in 1866. And as to the East 
—Jugo-Slavia, Rumania and Hungary have one 
million Germans along the Danube. Further- 
more, “the number of Germans living on the 
Volga is not to be overlooked.” 

The picture is quite clear. There is no question 
of “appeasement,” or of rectification of the 
blunders of Versailles. ‘Imperium Teutonicum” 
resurgent from the middle ages, is on the march, 
full-panoplied. It has unbounded territorial am- 
bitions and a gospel to spread. Not only sadism 
animates Hitler’s anti-Semitic propaganda in 
every part of the world. ‘He won’t let the Jews 
live in Germany, why doesn‘t he let them alone 
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elsewhere?”’, ask naive people. He can’t let 
them alone because his plans encircle the globe 
and he therefore must work for the extirpation 
of every possible dissident and hostile element 
throughout the world. The simple souls which 
think that the Nazi plague can be localized in 
Europe, need only glance at developments in 
South America or in Palestine, or in China. 

The art of politics, exhorts another Nazi 
schoolman (H. Freyer) is to see things simply 
“as the Hunter sees the beast.” Viewing the 
march of events with equal simplicity, the demo- 
cratic world must shake off the role of the hunted 
while there is yet time. 


Palestine and The Refugees 


ITS ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY AND THE POLICY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


5. 

D’” GREAT BRITAIN, by offering to facili- 

tate the colonization of German Jewish ref- 
ugees in some of its outlying possessions, intend 
to evade the fulfillment of its obligations in Pales- 
tine? Was the offer of Guiana, and other terri- 
tories of this kind, an astute maneuvre to detract 
the attention of world opinion from its policy of 
gradual nullification of the promises concerning 
the Jewish National Home? 

In any case, such a maneuvre is unlikely to suc- 
ceed. No honest plan of rescuing the Jewish 
victims of Nazi barbarity is feasible without Pales- 
tine taking a prominent part in its realization. 
Palestine is important not only because of its own 
ability to absorb great masses of refugees but also 
because the policy adopted by its rulers towards 
the present refugee problem may prove decisive 
for the final attitude of many other countries. 
How could we persuade other governments to 
admit even a limited number of refugees, when the 
country solemnly promised to the Jews as their 
National Home is deliberately closed to them? 

Generally speaking, the urgent problem of res- 
cuing the German Jews cannot be solved by offer- 
ing them new and totally undeveloped territories 
for initial colonization. Under the most favorable 
natural conditions, such colonization would require 
many years until it might provide a basis for mass 
immigration. 

There is a possibility, that if one of the poor 
territories generously proposed to us by Mr. 
Chamberlain is finally chosen as a field for a 
limited number of hardy pioneers, they may in 
time develop an absorptive capacity which may 
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prove very useful in case of a new emergency. 
Such an undertaking would be, however, of little 
value for the solution of the immediate problem 
facing us in Germany. 

In other words, a pioneer settlement of 5,000 
Jews somewhere in ‘Guiana”—which would be 
an amazing achievement—may prove of great 
value in generations to come. But it would be 
ridiculous to consider it as an important contribu- 
tion to the solution of the pressing problems of 
today. 

If the statesmen of the democratic nation are 
sincerely concerned with the plight of Hitler’s 
700,000 Jewish victims, they must open to them 
the doors of civilized countries where Jewish 
immigrants have already proved in the past their 
economic usefulness, and where the existing Jew- 
ish communities will help them to make a new 
start. Even if the truly great absorptive capacity 
of Palestine is used to its full extent, other coun- 
tries would still have to share in this tremendous 
task. Unless the United States, Canada, Argen- 
tine, South Africa, Australia together with Eng- 
land, France, Holland and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries will adopt a more generous attitude towards 
the German Jews, most of them will not be able 
to wait until rescue will come. 


II. 


In refusing to open the gates of Palestine to 
large numbers of German Jewish refugees the 
British politicians are trying to justify their atti- 
tude by economic as well as political reasons. On 
one hand they lament the “meager soil’’ of Pales- 
tine which, allegedly, excludes a large scale immi- 
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gration. On the other hand they base their 
objections on Arab hostility to the Jewish National 
Home. Both arguments cannot be substantiated 
by a thorough and impartial study of the Palestine 
situation. As a matter of fact, the British re- 
peatedly erred in the past in estimating the eco- 
nomic absorptive capacity of Palestine. Take, 
for instance, the report of the famous Shaw Com- 
mission (1930), stating that there is no more 
room for Jewish immigration without economic 
injury to the local population. In the five years 
after that report, Palestine absorbed over 200,000 
new Jewish immigrants, and the result was an 
unprecedented prosperity shared in by the previ- 
ous inhabitants, Jews as well as Arabs. 

Insofar as these reports were not based on 
prejudice and political expediency, they may be 
explained by the fact, that during the past gen- 
eration the British ceased to colonize actively 
their outlying possessions, and their judgment of 
Palestine as a country for colonization, is based 
on old precedents established with greatly differ- 
ent human material. In estimating Palestine’s ab- 
sorptive capacity they are using comparisons, 
which do not apply to the character of the land, 
and the abilities of the people who are driven to 
it by dire necessity. They have before their eyes 
Rhodesia or Kenya, where the leisurely white 
colonization is being conducted by limited num- 
bers of people with means, exploiting native 
Negro labor. Such a colonization naturally re- 
quires more area than that available in Palestine. 

In estimating Palestine’s absorptive capacity 
the British usually forget, that in the era of their 
own colonization efforts, their colonists were 
never faced with such a tragic necessity, as that 
confronting the Jewish pioneers of Palestine. 
Their emigrants always had a greater choice of 
places where to go. Even after settling on the 
shores of the New World, their Pilgrims and 
Puritans were always able to extend the occupied 
colonies instead of using their natural resources 
in the most intensive and rational manner. The 
pioneers of Palestine, on the other hand, belong 
to the most persecuted people of the world, and 
they must make a success of their undertaking 
unless they are ready to give up their very exist- 
ence. No correct appraisal of Palestine’s absorp- 
tive capacity is therefore feasible, unless Jewish 
needs, abilities, and colonization methods are duly 
taken into consideration. 

The above statement should not be interpreted 
as minimizing the natural resources of Palestine. 
They are much greater than some British politi- 
cians would like to admit. The fields of Palestine, 
when irrigated and intensively cultivated, can 
match in fertility and the quality of their 
products, any other country in the world. Even 
the mountainous regions, where irrigation is not 
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feasible, can be used for intensive food production 
by raising fodder for domestic animals. 

The unique geographical position of Palestine, 
its proximity to the Suez Canal and easy connec. 
tions with important markets and sources of raw 
materials, facilitates a great industrial develop- 
ment, to which its own agricultural and mineral 


resources (such as the riches of the Dead Sea) ° 


may substantially contribute. There is no reason 
why Palestine could not attain and even exceed 
the density of population existing in Belgium or 
Saxony. This would mean eight million inhabi- 
tants—6,600,000 more than at present—in the 
present mandated territory, excluding Transjor- 
dan. The soil of Palestine is much more produc- 
tive than that of Belgium, and, besides, the pros- 
perity of Belgium is not primarily based on its 
soil. If, by some natural or social catastrophe, 
Belgium should be permanently and completely 
isolated from the surrounding countries and cut-off 
from its oversea possessions, one-half of its pres- 
ent population would be doomed to starvation. 
On the other hand, if those connections should 


‘continue, and the present population of Belgium 


should grow considerably due to natural increase, 
it would still maintain and even raise its present 
living standards. 

Palestine, which already proved its ability to 
absorb 65,000 immigrants in one single year, with 
beneficial results to all, can be relied upon to 
double this feat in the next few years. This can 
and will be done if England, instead of hindering 
the development of the Jewish National Home, 
as it has done so far, will assume a more friendly 
and liberal attitude. Given a more generous 
treatment, Palestine could not only absorb in the 
next two years about a third of Germany’s Jewish 
population, but would also be able to harbor, for 
training purposes, many prospective immigrants to 
other countries which require certain trade quali- 
fication not possessed by most of the German 
Jews. It could also accept, if aided by contribu- 
tions from abroad, a great number of German 
children, and maintain’ them until their parents, 
forced to make a new start in other countries, 
would be able to provide for them. 

Let the “Excellencies” in. London be less trou- 
bled by the “meager soil” of Palestine. Jews 
will take care of that, if only given the oppor- 
tunity. 

ITI. 


The political objections to the opening of Pales- 
tine to the German Jewish refugees are primarily 
based on the Arab resistance to Jewish immigra- 
tion. According to the British Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, the opening of Pales- 
tine’s doors at the present moment would jeopar- 
dise the chances of the proposed Round Table 
Conference to achieve a Jewish-Arab peace. 
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Nothing could be further from logic and truth. 
Mr. MacDonald cannot be ignorant of the fact 
that the intransigeant Arab attitude towards Zion- 
ism is largely due to the encouragement given to it 
by the vacillating policy of the Mandatory Power. 
Taught by previous experiences, the Arab leaders 
are convinced, that if their present terror activities 
will be continued, Great Britain will acceed to most 
of their demands, if only made at Jewish expense. 
They will never abandon their present attitude 
which Mr. MacDonald himself recognizes as ‘“‘un- 
reasonable” unless they are firmly made to under- 
stand that England intends to honor its pledge 
on Palestine under all circumstances, not in words, 
but by deeds. There is no use calling a Round 
Table Conference unless its Arab participants will 
know that terror does not pay, and that in case of 
a failure of the proposed conference the policy of 
the Jewish National Home will be maintained 
vigorously. The moment England widely opens the 
gates of Palestine to the Jewish refugees, even 
as a temporary measure and without prejudice to 
the proposed peace conference, its chances of 
reaching an honorable agreement will become 
much brighter. 

Responsible Jewish leaders never thought of 
dominating the Arabs and were always ready to 
give them iron clad guarantees of their future 
status in Palestine. They were always willing to 
establish close economic, and even political rela- 
tions between the Jewish homeland and the sur- 
rounding Arab countries. They are prepared to 
go to the limit in granting reasonable concessions 
for the sake of peace, and they are not likely to 
raise their demands in case the gates of Palestine 
will be opened to the victims of Nazi persecu- 
tion. The Arabs, on the other hand, will never 
consent to any agreement allowing even a limited 
increase of the present Jewish population of Pales- 
tine if even the present emergency will not induce 
the British government to overcome the alleged 
fear of Arab resistance. 

The force of this resistance is no doubt greatly 
exaggerated by interested British circles. In- 
spired newspaper reports are trying to create the 
impression of a deep-rooted and powerful Arab 
revolt that could not be suppressed without tre- 
mendous sacrifices. The credulous reader who 
tries to reconstruct the Palestine situation from 
these inspired reports may pity the “poor British”’, 
who are forced to sacrifice thousands of their best 
soldiers to satisfy the demands of the Jews who 
are exacting the full pound of flesh promised to 
them in the Balfour Declaration. 

But nothing is farther from the truth. The 
Arab “revolt” is much weaker than presented by 
interested or sensational reports. This has been 
convincingly proved by the grotesque anti-climax 
of the horrible prognostications of the massacre 
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awaiting the British Tommies at the ‘‘29th siege” 
of the old city of Jerusalem. After a week of 
such malicious propaganda two battalions entered 
the “besieged” city without the loss of a single 
life. The same story repeated itself after widely 
advertised ‘‘assaults” on Jaffa and Jericho. 

The Arab “revolt” in Palestine is now actually 
on its last legs. Lhe moment the Arab bands lose 
their present ability to terrorize the helpless Arab 
peasants and extort from them—cash and food— 
the means necessary for their maintenance—the 
whole ‘revolt’ will collapse. As a matter of 
fact the protection of the Arabs, the peaceful 
Arabs who are being bled white by their “own” 
terrorists, is the main prerequisite for the re-estab- 
lishment of law and order in Palestine. The 31 
months of terroristic activities caused the Arab 
masses the greatest losses and hardships. Thou- 
sands of them lost their previous jobs in the Jewish 
colonies. A still more staggering blow is the loss 
of the highly profitable Jewish market that in the 
past absorbed most of their surplus farm prod- 
ucts. At the same time many wealthy Arabs left 
Palestine to escape the continuous extortions of the 
Arab “patriots” who are quickly degenerating into 
hold up men pure and simple. It may sound 
strange, but Jewish settlers are lately suffering less 
—in life and property—from the Arab terror 
than the hapless Fellaheen abandoned to their fate 
by the inertia of the Mandatory Power. 

The number of people interested in the main- 
tenance of law and order is much larger even 
among the Arabs than that of the wrong-doers. 
Under these circumstances it is difficult to under- 
stand why the disorders are being allowed to drag 
on for so long. 


The reasons usually brought forward to explain 
the vacillating policy of the Mandatory Power do 
not make much sense. I do not believe, for in- 
stance, that the famous principle of “divide and 
rule” could be applied to the present Palestine sit- 
uation. Why should Great Britain promote dis- 
sension in Palestine, when the main beneficiary of 
this dissension is not the British Empire but its 
worst antagonists in Rome? 

I also cannot find much logic in the assertion 
that the British policy in Palestine is dictated by 
the alleged fear of creating Arab and Moslem 
animosity in the East. Much more animosity was 
created by indecisive use of force during the thirty 
months of Arab disturbances, than would ever be 
aroused by a quicker and more decisive action 
during the first thirty days. A slow surgical opera- 
tion always requires more blood and puts the 
patient in greater danger of infection, than a 
quick and decisive incision. 

There are no rational reasons why Palestine 
should not be allowed to take a leading part in the 
solution of the urgent refugee problem. 
































































Confiscation In Germany 


E GERMAN authorities claim that the 
.4&. registered property of Jews in Germany 
amounts to 2.8 billion dollars, while the “fine” im- 
posed on the Jews after the murder of a German 
oficial in Paris, is “only” 1 billion Marks. The 
tendency clearly is to show that the German Jews 
are still immensely rich, and that the fine, although 
diminishing their fortune, will still leave them 
wealthy. . 

It might be useful, therefore, to investigate 
how the figure of $2.8 billion was arrived at. I, 
personally have experiences only of how estimates 
were made in Austria, but these apply to a large 
extent to the whole of Germany. 

A decree was issued on April 27th, ordering all 
Jews who possessed assets of more than 5,000 
Marks, to register their entire property before 
July 1st. 5,000 Marks are equivalent, under the 
official German rate, to 2,000 dollars, but the pur- 
chasing power of this sum is only about 1,000 dol- 
lars. The values had to be listed as they were on 
April 26th and the details were to be given ac- 
cording to the instructions on the official blanks, 
which were to be used for the purpose of registra- 
tion. No reason was given for the decree, and 
everybody could guess that its purpose was to 
prepare for confiscation, which would be put into 
effect at the appropriate moment. 

The blanks were issued in June, and their ob- 
vious tendency was to produce figures as high as 
possible. The Jews had to register not only those 
assets which they had, but also many they did not 
possess. 

There was, for instance, the matter of the cars. 
All cars owned by Jews had been seized in March. 
Yet the Jews had to register their value, for the 
seizure was officially considered as temporary, 
and the cars were held to be the legal property of 
their Jewish owners, though it was perfectly clear 
that they would never be returned. Jewish own- 
ership merely consisted in that they still had to 
pay installments, garage charges and insurance. 
An amount of perhaps 20 million Marks of Jew- 
ish property therefore appears in the registers for 
cars which in fact are no longer held by Jews. 

More important was the “capitalization of re- 
venues.” Those Jews, who as retired employees, 
war veterans, etc., ‘could claim pensions, bonuses, 
regular payments from insurance companies, or 
similar revenues, had to register the “capitalized 
value” of these revenues. Therefore, Jews who 
lived on $50 a month or less, had to register a 
“fortune” of five or ten thousand Marks, though 
they had no fortune at all. It may be estimated 
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that these entirely fictitious ‘‘capitalized revenues” 
amount to about 100 mitlion Marks in Austria 
alone. The inclusion ofthese persons into the 
category of those registered as wealthy helped to 
increase the number of Jews concerned, and thus 
aroused the envy of the Gentile population, who 
were led to believe that all Jews who registered 
had at least 5,000 Marks in ready assets, and 
were astonished to learn how many Jews still 
“possessed” this sum. 

Enterprises owned by Jews had to be listed at 
their previous high valuations. But besides the 
general depreciation due to the Anschluss, these 
enterprises lost in value due to “Aryanization.” 
The Jews had to sell at any price, and a Jewish 
merchant who owned a shop worth 100,000 
Marks was lucky if he could sell it for 10,000 or 
20,000 Marks. Moreover, robbery was frequent 
and so was seizure of shops and disorganization 
of business by means of arrest of the owner. No 
reality corresponds to the huge amount appearing 
in the registers as the value of Jewish enterprises. 
It is more or less the same with all kinds of 
property. 

It is difficult to estimate how much Jewish 
wealth there might actually be in Germany, but it 
surely is only a fraction of the official figure of 
2.8 billion dollars. Moreover, if the Jews are to 
pay one billion, this means that they will have to 
convert such assets as they have into cash in a 
rush, and they will therefore realize less than the 
real value. The “fine”, far from being only a 
fraction of the present Jewish property, may 
prove to be more than its entire value and the 
Jews may be left without any possessions. It may 
even easily happen that German Jewry may be 
unable to raise the one billion marks. German 
propaganda, in this case, will probably insist on 
its figure of 2.8 billion dollars and will try to 
persuade the world that German Jews are not 
unable, but unwilling to pay, and will use this as a 
pretext for new persecution. 

The truth, however, is that it is not at all within 
the power of the Jews to pay or not to pay, but 
that their property is simply taken. The present 
“fine” is by no means the first confiscation of Jew- 
ish property, but it may happen that it will be the 
last, since it is doubtful whether there will be any- 
thing left for future confiscation. As early as 
June, 1938, about 60,000 Jews in Vienna, more 
than a third of the Viennese Jews, were without 
an income and depended entirely on relief pro- 
vided by the Jewish community. This number must 
have increased since and if no wealthy Jews are 
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left to support the needy, the fate of penniless 
Jews cannot be depicted in colors black enough. 
Finally, it deserves noting, that this wholesale 
confiscation is different in character from those 
that preceded. Those were to the profit of indi- 
vidual Nazis, as a rule, while now the state is to 
get the wealth. It seems that the Nazi state can 
no longer afford to let Jewish property be swal- 
lowed up by individuals, but feels that it must take 


Study In Despair 


ye OTHER day I unexpectedly paid a visit 
to an old friend of mine, a man engaged for 
many years in various phases of Jewish social and 
cultural affairs., After an exchange of ordinary 
civilities he expressed a frank discontent with my 
coming at this particular time. However, after a 
few explanatory remarks on his part my astonish- 
ment subsided and I gradually discovered the rea- 
sons for his obvious uneasiness. 

He came home early that afternoon and was im- 
mediately submerged in a pile of newspapers con- 
taining cables and comments on Jewish persecution 
in Germany. While imbibing all the bitterness 
contained in the news of the day he imperceptibly, 
much against his realistic habits, recalled a book 
which he had read in his early youth, a Hebrew 
book on practical Cabala. He recalled the in- 
structions to those who want to become physically 
invisible. At that time he had already been too 
sophisticated to take such things seriously. But 
now he was entirely overpowered by these infantile 
thoughts. For hours he had been immersed, first 
in imagining himself one who successfully managed 
to become invisible, and then in working out a 
clear program of activities in order to help the 
Jews in Germany, and to alleviate Jewish suffering 
wherever it takes place. It was in a moment when 
all plans had been almost completed, when he was 
starting out on his ‘“‘actual” adventures -with a 
whole crew of invisibles by his side, that a knock 
on the door destroyed the whole fabric of this 
fantastic gossamer. I did not know whether to 
regret being the cause of the break-up of such 
sweet dreams, or to be glad of rescuing my friend 
from a tragic manifestation of the present help- 
lessness of our people, and bringing him into the 
clear daylight of reality. I feel, however, that 
the second impulse is more commendable. 

While casting about for some verbal reaction 
to the situation before me I remarked that had 
he decided to record his fantastic day-dream in 
poetic form he might have expected no less than 
one hundred and twenty Jewish writers to com- 
ment on his strange plan to solve the Jewish prob- 
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it for itself. This impression is in accord with 
the trend of economic development in Germany. 
The costs of armament, of autarchy, and of the 
minor Nazi achievements become higher and 
higher and neither the failure to pay foreign debts, 
nor the inflation, nor the forced labor, nor the 
extremely heavy and ever-growing taxation can 
pay for them. The Nazi rulers now have re- 
course to open expropriation. 
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lem. They would naturally come to the conclusion 
that physical invisibility might be rather too diffi- 
cult to achieve, since it seemed contrary to the 
laws governing natural phenomena. 

In making this remark I had reference to an- 
other event which constitutes an outstanding char- 
acteristic of the present intellecutal and emotional 
dilemma of the Yiddish cultural atmosphere. It 
was a short time ago that a Yiddish essayist and 
poet, Mr. I. Glatstein, published a scathing poem 
in the magazine Jn Sich in which he sarcastically 
bid “bood-bye” to the whole Gentile world and 
called upon us Jews to withdraw into a voluntary 
Ghetto, to cut off all contact with our non-Jewish 
neighbors and to segregate ourselves in a small 
world of our own, as in the days of yore. 

Such moods and emotions are perfectly under- 
standable in the face of the tragedy that has be- 
fallen us. It is indeed good and wholesome when 
such sentiments are given expression in the form 
of momentary poetic outbursts so as to enable us 
all to get them out of our systems, to save us from 
a sort of inner psychic dislocation, and render us 
intellectually adequate to grapple, in a sober way, 
with the problems of sober reality. 

Under normal conditions such a poem should 
be appraised only according to its purely artistic 
merits. Questions like aptness of verbal expres- 
sion, appropriateness of feelings and imagery, etc. 
are the only criteria for the value of a poem. 

As for me I must say that Mr. Glatstein’s poem 
did not produce the impression intended. The 
poet was too much overcome by feelings of hate 
and disgust which seem to me to be too trivial, too 
petty forms of reaction to the blood-curdling trag- 
edy we are now experiencing. It is by far more 
touching to read the words of an old Jewish 
author who wrote after the Ukrainian pogroms of 
1648. He said: “We are ashamed to describe 
what the Cossacks and the Tartars did to the 
Jews so that we may not disgrace the human spe- 
cies that was created in God’s image.” I feel that 
this traditional Jewish poetic response is far more 
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in harmony with our cultural background and fur- 
nishes both richer and subtler means for the ex- 
pression of moods and emotions in tragic 
moments. 

However that may be, it is very surprising to 
find that no less than one hundred and twenty 
lengthy articles were written in all parts of the 
Jewish world in comment upon Mr. Glatstein’s 
poem. All of them, with hardly an exception, 
took it as though it were a serious proposal for 
action in the present emergency, and came to the 
natural conclusion that returning to a Ghetto was 
now both impossible and undesirable. 

How many more Yiddish and Hebrew writers 
will still feel themselves impelled to comment up- 
on this seemingly futile problem of a voluntary 
Ghetto I cannot say. I know however that the 
ranks keep on growing, and we are confronted 
with the most astonishing spectacle that a poetic 
will-o’-the-wisp has become the subject for careful 
deliberation by the majority of outstanding Jewish 
publicists. Very few really urgent, practical issues 
in recent years have evoked such widespread liter- 
ary response. 

How are we to explain this puzzling situation? 
It won’t do to indulge in such standard explana- 
tions as “flight from reality,” “feeling of inade- 
quacy,” and the like. For after all, we are deal- 
ing here not with general principles but with a 
concrete group whose manifestations can only be 
made clear when interpreted in terms of its own 
life and its own historical processes. Let us also 
remember that what is being considered here is 
not the uncontrolled outburst of an accidental 
gathering of large numbers. It is the literary 
leaders of thought and action that we want to 
understand. Besides, these writers are not all of 
the same ideological bent. Hence it is still more 
difficult to comprehend the bewildering unanimity 
referred to. 

Whatever reasons one may suggest, one cannot 
avoid mentioning the benumbing shock caused by 
the recent anti-Jewish outbreaks, even though they 
came after clearly accepted anti-Semitic policies of 
many European governments which we know only 
too well since the rise of German Nazism. The 
sheer physical might of the attack, devoid of all 
the elementary humane inhibitions, was sufficient 
to throw us into the abyss of utter despair. One 
might as well think of constructive, realistic ways 
to stop an earthquake or a volcanic eruption. 
Under such circumstances our writers may have 
thought that even the most fantastic suggestion, 
coming at such a time, could be interpreted as a 
tangible solution. Hence, as leaders of public 
opinion, they felt called upon to display the dan- 
ger signal. For the rest, being surrounded by 
enemies on all sides one finds at least some com- 
fort in the thought that one is still intellectually 
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alert as to what not to accept, since the chances 
for immediate positive cure are so meager. 

But there is another reason deserving far more 
attention since it touches upon deeper strata of 
our very national coherence. Let us bear in mind 
that most of the writers who participated in the 
discussions evoked by Mr. Glatstein’s poem are 
well aware of the line drawn between religious 
and secular Jewishness, and are avowedly or im 
plicitly inclined to accept the latter. Now the 
secularists, especially those of the extreme Yid. 
dishist school, have staked all possibility of Jew. 
ish survival in the Diaspora upon Yiddish. Since 
a nationality, in order to keep itself alive, must 
have some differentiating cultural elements, they 
thought that a national language would in itself be 
sufficient to carry the whole burden of the “eter. 
nity of Israel.” 


True, isolated individuals of the Yiddish circle 








have for many years put forward the argument 
that 2 language and linguistic culture generally 
can only be the expression, not the cause, of a 
unique cultural pattern. A language cannot carry 
even its own burden if it is rooted in a cultural 
void. It soon came to pass that uncompromisin 
experience provided an unambiguous decision. 
Jewish life in the post-war period, both in Eur. 
ope and in America, has dealt a severe blow to the 
faith in a purely linguistic salvation. But by far 
the most painful shock came from Soviet Russia. 





There the Jews were given absolutely equal rights 
with the rest of the population including courts of 
law and ig page schools conducted 
in Yiddish. But in spite of this, the race towar 
complete assimilation continues at an accelerate 
pace and if no miracle intervenes there will soo 
remain only “equal rights” with no Jews to enjo 
them. No better proof could be furnished tha 
that if everything that is socially Jewish is sup 
pressed, language alone is rendered powerless i 
the struggle for national existence. 

But in spite of all these staggering blows som 
extreme Yiddishists remained adamant. It is onl 
a year ago that the idea of the all-sufficiency of 
differentiating language received its most unhesit 
tating expression by Dr. Zhitlowsky, the father o 
Yiddishism “pure and simple.” Says he: “If no 
religious beliefs, or any mental content, can suppl) 
the material for the psychic threads that bind u 
into one national unit, there remains only one sort 
of stuff of which that psychic web could be spun 
this is a language of our own.”” (Day, Novembet 
28, 1937) 

Thus the father of undiluted Yiddishism, b 
historical facts of past and present, and the u 
happy communistic experiment with linguistic Jew 
ishness in Russia leave very little room for Dr 
Zhitlowsky’s theoretical edifice. Small wondet 
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then that a reaction has set in on the part of many 
Yiddishistic secularists against linguo-centrism. 

In the nature of the case the reaction could not 
have been merely of a philosophical kind. For 
here are involved the most stirring emotions so 
dear to the human heart. It was the national will 
to live attempting to neutralize an influence which 
was felt to be disruptive. This accounts for the 
fact that during recent years the subject of cul- 
tural reconstruction has continually found a wel- 
come place in the Yiddish press and on speakers’ 
platforms. 

There has arisen a heated interest which as yet 
shows no signs of abatement. Idiomatic expres- 
sions like oislebn sich and lebns-steiger, i. e. con- 
crete ways of living as contrasted with mere at- 
tachment to a language, have begun to appear 
with unusual frequency in articles and talks on 
Jewish topics. On the other hand, those attracted 
to oversimplified conceptions of ‘‘modernism” and 
“enlightenment,” which forced upon them the be- 
lief in the supernatural powers of a language torn 
from its cultural context, pointed to the dangers 
of petrified tradition which of necessity would 
create a cultural Ghetto. 

It was in such an atmosphere that Mr. Glat- 
stein wrote his poem calling us back to the Ghetto, 
a theme which fits so perfectly into the frame of 
mind that was described above. ‘Toward the 
close of the last century, as a result of the disrup- 
tive influences of the Haskala movement, the 
problem of the survival of Judaism was apparent 
in the minds of Hebrew thinkers. We find a cur- 
iously similar process now taking place in the Yid- 
dishist circles. But there is a significant difference. 
At that time it was the fast disappearing tradi- 
tional ways of Jewish life which caused the anx- 
iety. Now there came an added bitterness of 
“the morning after,” the disillusionment follow- 
ing the belief that Yiddish alone would serve as a 
satisfactory substitute. 

Thus a searching of the heart goes on among 
Yiddish secularists, a revaluation of all Jewish 
values. The results are perhaps not definitely 
foreseen, yet the direction is unmistakable. Yid- 
dish in itself is of course part and parcel of the 
“Ghetto” principle. But it seems that the lingu- 
istic walls are too thin and vulnerable. So instead 
of emphasizing the importance of one or another 
item of the Jewish “table of contents,” the na- 
tional will to live casts about for a whole cultural 
pattern the source of which can only be found in 
traditional Judaism. 

Personally I see no reason for objecting to one 
who chooses to call this Ghetto. The fear of mis- 
understanding has no room here. Anyone in his 
right senses cannot possibly interpret this to mean 
a return to the medieval Judengasse, or something 
similar. Moreover, I see in the term Ghetto used 
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in this new sense a sublimated, spiritual retalia- 
tion. It is as though we would say to the outside 
world: “You have forced us into a Ghetto in 
order to suppress us, to disgrace and degrade our 
human dignity, but out of the physical mud into 
which you have thrown us there came forth a light 
that offered spiritual consolation for the sufferings 
you have inflicted upon us. Hence we shall think of 
Ghetto as the sybol of our light, not of your mud.” 

It should be mentioned that the 120 writers re- 
ferred to, in raising their voices against a poet’s 
calling us back to the Ghetto did not give the term 
its medieval connotation. But the fact that so 
many seized upon this theme at all is of para- 
mount significance. Superficially it may impress 
one as though the whole affair sprang from our 
present plight in Germany. However, this is not 
quite true, and in some of the articles this is clear- 
ly apparent. It is the problem of how to maintain 
ourselves in the Diaspora that prompted this dis- 
cussion. The innocent poem was indeed only a 
pretext for giving vent to ideas and feelings char- 
acteristic of the time, hovering in the air and crav- 
ing for elucidation. 

It is true, almost all writers warn us quite vehe- 
mently against absolute segregation from the out- 
side world. But we cannot take this advice at its 
face value for the simple reason that, discounting 
the rhetorical twists to which poetic imagination 
is subject, no one made such a suggestion. One is 
rather inclined to believe that beneath all these 
vociferous admonitions against “absolute Ghetto” 
there is an unmistakable intensified yearning for a 
“relative Ghetto.” Unfortunately the latter can- 
not be readily defined because no one knows exact- 
ly how this “relative Ghetto” is to be expressed 
and how far it may extend in this modern world 
in which we are living today. In moments of such 
uncertainty and inner hesitation one can at least 
discourage a possible tendency toward the former 
kind of Ghetto since for the latter too little of de- 
finitely accepted practice is available. 

Still, a genuine service was rendered by the 
numerous comments on Mr. Glatstein’s poem. 
They stimulated that inspiring vitality which only 
a consideration touching upon problems of the 
inner national life can give. In times when no less 
than life and livelihood are at stake, such prob- 
lems may be submerged by the more immediate 
practical needs. 

For this reason it is comforting to know that 
regardless of economic deprivation, physical tor- 
ture and campaigns of extermination launched 
against us, we are still alive to the necessities of 
inner cultural reconstruction. Here, after all, 
lies the very soul of our existence. We have fol- 
lowed this course through all our historical vicis- 
situdes. We are in much greater need of this 
course today. 








Labor After The Elections 


HATEVER DIFFERENCE of opinion 
. VV there may be as to the significance of the 
elections of November 8th with respect to their 
effects on the fortunes of the Democratic and 
Republican parties in 1940, one fact appears to 
stand out: the American people have little inclina- 
tion to abandon their political system and method. 
Contrary to the hopes and expectations of a minor- 
ity, the electorate has confirmed its belief in the 
two-party system and its desire to have the nation 
work out its problems within the framework of 
that system and the political tradition upon which 
it rests. 

The elections failed to substantiate the opinion 
that both old parties were in the process of dis- 
integration. The movement for a third party 
received a severe jolt. There was no general 
swing to reaction or hidebound conservatism. The 
fears enteitained by some, both liberals and con- 
servatives, concerning totalitarian tendencies, both 
inside and outside the New Deal, should be allayed 
by the material strengthening of a normal opposi- 
tion. The absence of a strong and effective oppo- 
sition in a government is always a source of 
social weakness and danger. It remains to be 
seen, of course, how intelligently the strengthened 
opposition will behave, a factor that will help 
determine its fortunes in 1940. 

While local influences obviously played an im- 
portant role in some of the election results, taken 
as a whole the contests for Congressional seats 
and for control of state governments disclosed no 
desire on the part of the people to return to the 
philosophy and policies of unbridled rugged indi- 
vidualism. The essential pragmatic progressivism 
of the American people, free of excessive theoriz- 
ing and dominated by a desire for steady and 
orderly progress was reafirmed. None of the 
vital social and economic reforms of the Roose- 
velt administration were challenged, except, in 
some cases, on form and method of administration. 
The need of social regulation and control was 
recognized. This recognition found its most em- 
phatic expression in the reelection of Senator 
Wagner in New York and the retention of the 
state government by the Democrats under Gov- 
ernor Lehman. 

While a warning to the administration in Wash- 
ington to soften the temper and slacken the 
tempo to enable the country to take stock and 
consolidate positions may be discerned, there cer- 
tainly was no indication of such reversal of 
feeling and opinion as marked the swing to “nor- 
malcy” with the election of Harding. The per- 
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x 
sonal popularity of; President Roosevelt remains 
virtually unaltered but at the same time the people 
indicated approval of men who have the courage 
of their own opinions and convictions. This had 
already become apparent in the failure of the 
major portion of the President’s attempted purge 
in his own party in the primaries. The elections 
served to buttress the impression. The electorate 
showed that while it has no patience with blind 
reactionaries, it is not inclined to participate in 
vendettas against those who demonstrate a capac. 
ity for independent judgment. It may be con 
cluded, therefore, that whatever changes the New 
Deal may be compelled to undergo as a result of 
the elections, a return to the Coolidge-Hoover era 
seems unlikely. The opposition was more elo- 
quent in its silences than in its pronouncements. 
While there was a widespread demand for re 
vision of the Wagner Act and its administration— 
a demand in which that portion of labor repre- 
sented by the A. F. of L. joined—there was little 
threatening criticism of the act itself and the 
philosophy and principle upon which it is founded. 
No candidate dared to speak out against collective 
bargaining as such. The responsibility of the na- 
tion for its unemployed was generally recognized, 
disagreements on the question revolving around 
methods and measures of carrying out this re- 
sponsibility. 

A long list of the major achievements of the 
administration could be cited on which the oppo- 
sition ventured to make but mild if any attacks. 
This would include the TVA, which for a while 
had appeared to be crystalizing into a point of 
bitter conflict, the banking legislation of the past 
four years, the Securities and Exchange Act and 
its administration, the government’s housing pro- 
gram, PWA, the National Youth Administration 
and Civilian Conservation Corps. There was no 
violent criticism of the Social Security Act, except 
in detail. On the contrary, there was a good deal 
of sentiment for its improvement and extension. 
The Fair Labor Standards Act, which became law 
shortly before the elections, was accepted without 
the commotion which would have accompanied the 
adoption of such legislation some years ago. 

If one were to judge the elections not only by 
the results but by the assurances of most of the 
opposition that it is sincerely devoted to the social 
ideals and principles which have captured the 
hearts and minds of the majority of the people 
in recent years—assurances which remain, of 
course, to be demonstrated by performance— 
America has chosen the Middle Way, the working 
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synthesis of individualism and collectivism that 
forms the guiding principle of Scandinavian so- 
ciety in the search for a more perfect social organ- 
ization within the framework of democracy. The 
inspiration and impetus for this search given to 
the American people in word and deed by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt remains his outstanding contribu- 
tion to the social progress of the United States. 


There was no mandate in the elections to abandon 


this effort. 


The warning to slow up the speed and scope 
of reforms, which one may read in the election 
results, has a direct relation to the desire to help 
promote what the people correctly or falsely re- 
gard as the “normal forces of recovery.” It re- 
mains to be seen whether Mr. Roosevelt will 
choose to follow the fatal example of President 
Wilson after his return from Paris of refusing to 
compromise and thus wreck the concluding phase 
of his administration, or whether, taking the op- 
position at its word, he will work with it in the 
direction of the consolidation and general appease- 
ment which the country obviously desires. A 
policy of intransigeance by the President would 
aggravate division in his own party and in all 
probability promote a Republican victory two years 
hence. A sweeping Republican victory would en- 
danger the fundamental reforms achieved by the 
President. We might have a repetition on vital 
domestic issues of the tragedy that befell Wilson 
on the League of Nations. The country would 
not have repudiated the League had Mr. Wilson 
seen the wisdom of accepting the reservations of 
the opposition, and the participation of the United 
States at Geneva might well have altered the 
course of international affairs. Incorporation by 
Mr. Roosevelt of the mental “reservations” to the 
New Deal voted by a large part of the electorate 
on November 8th in his program and conduct 
during the next two years would contribute to the 
preservation of the essential idea by making im- 
possible any such radical reversal in 1940 as char- 
acterized the advent of Harding to the presidency, 
and would assure further progress along the Mid- 
dle Way, regardless of who wins the election. 


But whatever mental “reservations” the elec- 
torate may have voted, this does not mean that 
there must be complete cessation of reforms. Im- 
provement of existing legislation, including exten- 
sion of the scope of the Social Security Act and 
establishment of a national health service, curtail- 
ment of monopoly, etc., would arouse scant con- 
tradiction, and could best be accomplished by a 
wise approach that would hold the opposition to 
its promises. Facilitation of recovery by extension 
of Secretary Hull’s commercial treaties as a means 
of promoting the forces of international economic 
reintegration would meet with pretty general sup- 
port. 
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Both the Democrats and Republicans would 
make a grievous error if they permitted them- 
selves to be guided solely by arithmetical consider- 
ations. It is true that the Republican gains were 
much larger than had been expected. It is equally 
true that the Democrats retain control of the 
House by a comfortable majority and of the Sen- 
ate by an overwhelming majority. Under certain 
circumstances, however, considering the opposi- 
tion in his own party, the President could easily 
find himself blocked on many proposals on which 
there was sharp disagreement, but it is certain 
that utilization by the Republicans of their new 
opportunity to engage in purely factional politics 
would bring sharp disapproval. 

Disappointing as it may be to those who favor 
what they term a more fundamental approach to 
the solution of the nation’s economic and social 
problems, it is clear from the elections that there 
is little opposition to the existing economic sys- 
tem. The more radical programs of such organ- 
izations as the Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota 
have for the moment been rejected. The defeat 
of Governor LaFollette and his Progressive Party 
in Wisconsin was another indication that the 
movement for a third party in 1940 has slight 
basis in reality. It is possible that within a 
few years the country may lend an ear to pro- 
posals for a larger measure of collectivism and 
social action than now appears to be its inclination, 
but the elections have resulted in a greater setback 
to the idea of a third party than has been the case 
in many years. This is further emphasized by the 
losses suffered by the American Labor Party in 
New York. 

The loss of its ballot standing in New York 
by the Socialist Party, apparently puts an end to 
the career of an organization which since the 
turn of the century has contributed materially to 
the progress of social thought in the United 
States. The disintegration of the party was 
brought about by factional differences that have 
been permitted to develop in recent years and by 
the formation of the American Labor Party. Ex- 
cept in Connecticut, where Mayor Jasper McLevy 
polled an unprecedentedly large personal vote as 
Socialist candidate for governor, the Socialists 
have virtually ceased to exist as a minor party. 

An outstanding factor in the- election results was 
the split in organized labor. Coupled with the 
loss of strength in the farm states, this is a factor 
of greatest danger to the New Deal and the cause 
of progressivism in general. The Republican vic- 
tories in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Ohio are to 
be attributed largely to the bitterness generated 
in the conflict between the American Federation 
of Labor and the Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization. Continuation of the conflict can only - 
contribute further to labor losses and would 
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jeopardize seriously the positions gained by labor 
since 1933. Even those radicals and liberals who 
hailed the split upon its commencement in 1935 
and professed to see in it an instrument for the 
building of a greater mass labor movement are 
now compelled to urge its quickest possible termin- 
ation. Reunion and consolidation of organized 
labor on the basis of industrial unionism in the 
mass production industries and of give and take 
between the two conflicting sides, coupled with 
elimination of destructive Communist elements 
who have taken good advantage of the situation, 
is essential to the cause of labor and everything 
it represents. There is no real issue between the 
American Federation of Labor and the Committee 
for Industrial Organization that cannot be solved 
by amicable agreement, provided there is the 
necessary measure of good will. The leaders of 
both sides bear a great responsibility not only to 
their respective groups but to the country as a 
whole. No well informed student of the situation 
can fail to indorse the plea of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers for resumption of nego- 
tiations between the two factions on the basis of 
the agreement reached last December in Atlantic 
City. At the moment, however, with the trans- 
formation of the C. I. O. into the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations as a permanent feder- 
ation rival to the A. F. of L., the prospect for 
peace does not seem to warrant optimism. It 
would seem thatthe large support gathered on 
November 8th by proposals of restrictive labor 
legislation on the Pacific Coast and sentiment in 
the same direction elsewhere should be sufficient 
warning to all labor unions to stop their internecine 
war. 

The dangers involved in the civil war in organ- 
ized labor are aggravated by evidences of a 
growing rift between the middle classes and or- 
ganized labor. Cooperation between labor and 
the middle classes is absolutely essential to the 
preservation of democracy and of orderly prog- 
ress. It was the failure to bring about such co- 
operation in Germany that constituted a vital 
factor in the rise of Hitlerism to power. In 
Scandinavia, where labor has gained the cooper- 
ation of the farmers and middle classes, fascism 
has been unable to make any advance. But how 
can labor in the United States hope to achieve 
such cooperation if its own house is divided? 

The question of the A. L. P. requires separate 
consideration, however. Contrary to the general 
impression, the original impetus to the formation 
of the American Labor Party came not from any 
spontaneous mass movement for a party of inde- 
pendent political action but from the mind of Mr. 
Sidney Hillman, president of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers and vice-chairman of the C. I. 
O. The fear that made itself felt in the summer 
of 1936 that the contest for New York between 
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Mr. Roosevelt and his Republican opponent might 
be close, led Mr. Hillman to the idea of corraling 
Socialist, progressive and radical votes for Mr. 
Roosevelt under the emblem of a Labor Party, 
The split in the Socialist Party, which had reached 
its climax at that time, combined with Mr. Roose. 
velt’s personal popularity among Socialists and 
left wing elements, together with the vital issues 
involved in the campaign, lent practical stimulus 
to Mr. Hillman’s scheme. To make the idea of 
voting for a Democratic presidential candidate 
more palatable for those who had been used to 
voting the Socialist and other radical tickets, the 
group of labor leaders who joined in the setting up 
of the A. L. P. added the promise that the new 
party would be an organ of independent political 
action. Resolutions to this effect were adopted 
and widely publicized, although the entire empha 
sis in the campaign was laid on the re-election of 
President Roosevelt and Governor Lehman. No 
candidates for other offices were nominated to the 
disappointment of the rank and file. The objective 
uppermost in Mr. Hillman’s mind was the reelec. 
tion of the President. A victory for Mr. Roose. 
velt in New York by a margin commensurate with 
the vote cast for the A. L. P. in the event of a 
close election would have put the C. I. O. unions, 
which formed the backbone of the A. L. P., ina 
stronger strategic position in Washington, a fact 
that would have rebounded also to the advantage 
of the C. I. O. as a whole. 

These calculations proved erroneous, however, 
for President Roosevelt carried New York by a 
majority of 1,100,000, of which the A. L. P. fur. 
nished less than 300,000 votes. To the rank and 
file thinking of a party of independent political 
action this was quite satisfactory as a beginning 
but to Mr. Hillman and other leaders the result 
must have been disappointing. The basic strength 
of the A. L. P. was revealed in its registration of 
a little over 200,000 in 1936. Its prospects ap 
peared bright. Despite its strong C. I. O. flavor, 
the leaders of the A. F. of L. unions represented 
in the New York State Federation of Labor were 
not hostile. The question was to what extent the 
new party would succeed in obtaining the support 
of labor as a whole if it was to grow and become 
a serious political factor. The rising bitterness 
between the A. F. of L. and C. I. O. did not, how- 
ever, augur well for this objective. Nevertheless, 
in the municipal elections of 1937, the new party 
increased its vote to 480,000 in the city, and to 
more than 500,000 in the state. The increase 
proved illusory, for it was due in large measure 
to the peculiar circumstances of the campaign in 
New York City. For the first time in many years 
organized labor, as represented by A. F. of L. 
unions traditionally wedded to the Democratic 
Party, found itself unable to support the Demo- 
cratic candidate for mayor and indorsed Mr. La- 
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Guardia, nominee of the A. L. P., the Republican 
Party and Fusionists. A considerable number of 
A. F. of L. voters cast their ballots for Mr. 
LaGuardia under the A. L. P. emblem. The con- 
sequence was the increase in the party’s vote and 
the election of A. L. P. delegations to the City 
Council and the Assembly. The belief was en- 
couraged that the new party had become the bal- 
ance of power in the state. The elections of 
November 8th rudely shattered this idea, for in 
addition to losing approximately 100,000 votes 
and its delegation in the Assembly, the party 
failed to get enough votes for its independent can- 
didates for comptroller and attorney general to 
show that it held the balance of power. The 
reliance on the theory that nothing succeeds like 
success proved to be bad politics. 


The setback suffered by the party is attributed 
to a combination of factors: the fierce and open 
hostility that had in the meanwhile developed 
on the part of the State Federation of Labor and 
the New York Central Trades and Labor Council, 
fed by the increasing violence of the A. F. of L.- 
C. I. O. feud, the tactics of the party itself and 
dissatisfaction in the rank and file because of the 
party’s failure to develop a clear-cut advanced 
program and independence of action. There was 
resentment of the fear shown by the party leaders 
of being regarded as “radical” and their all too 
strong inclination to play the game according to 
the rules of the old parties. The deal concluded 
with the Republicans in the last campaign, without 
any attempt to consult the rank and file, provoked 
much disapproval and disillusionment. What 
many characterized as excessive centralism in ad- 
ministration and formulation of policy, and disin- 
clination on the part of the leadership to foster 
the development of a democratically controlled 
mass party contributed to the dissatisfaction. Bu- 
reaucracy at the top, continued failure to take the 
rank and file into confidence and strong infiltration 
of Communists seeking their own objectives into 
local and branch affiliates of the party tended in 
disquieting measure to promote that policy of 
hard-boiled ‘“‘practicalism” and opportunistic 
“popular-frontism’” which disappointed many 
friends and sympathizers honestly interested in 
the development of the A. L. P. as a new and 
morally superior political force. What seemed at 
the beginning a healthy reaction against dogma- 
tism and doctrinarism took the form of the other 
extreme of readiness to make deals at one and the 
same time with Republicans and Democrats in the 
race for momentary advantage and “‘success’’. 
The urge to become “the balance of power” at the 
cost of principle and ideas, lack of faith in the 
independent creative activity of the masses them- 


eves contributed to the setback of November 
th. 
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The consequence is the present katzenjammer 
both among the leadership and the rank and file. 
There is a good deal of speculation among some 
of the leaders as to whether it is worth while 
to continue with the party. This finds support 
among minor but none the less influential leaders 
of affliated unions who had never looked with 
enthusiasm upon the tormation of the A. L. P. and 
had warned that it would only prove a “‘headache” 
to the needle trades, the backbone of the party, 
who had long maintained profitable friendly rela- 
tions with the Democrats. To the unions in ques- 
tion the party has been an expensive undertaking 
financially. There is the danger that they may 
gradually lose interest, in which case there would 
be a fight for control of the party between the 
Socialists within, assisted by some of the trade 
union rank and file, and the Communists, who are 
well prepared organizationally and financially for 
the fray and, according to those familiar with the 
situation, have looked forward to inheriting the 
party. 

At the moment, however, the situation remains 
uncertain. No doubt, the jolt suffered by the 
third party movement throughout the country will 
play a part. Should the trade unions now in con- 
trol of the party decide to withdraw from the 
experiment, the Socialists inside and outside the 
party—now that the Socialist Party has lost its 
ballot standing—may unite in an attempt to obtain 
control. Together with the support of a con- 
siderable number of the trade union rank and file, 
they may be in a position to give the Communists 
a fight. 


One thing appears clear, however: the A. L. P. 
cannot continue to live as a party without a definite 
and independent political and intellectual face. 
Its future as a party controlled by Communists 
would not be a fruitful one. As a party resembl- 
ing closely the old Socialist Party it could play a 
role. Events will show which direction it will 
take. Excluding some 100,000 Communists and 
Communist sympathizers who may be regarded as 
part of its voting strength, the party can still point 
to 300,000 genuine supporters. For the most 
part, these are old Socialists and Socialist and 
progressive sympathizers. Under a proper lead- 
ership and program these could be enlisted in the 
building of a party which, regardless of successes 
or failures at the ballot box, could make a material 
contribution to the social movement in the state 
and nation and add to the stream of advanced 
social and economic thought emanating from other 
parts of the country. That stream has by no 
means been dammed by the elections. Its flow 
and dynamics will depend upon the intellectiial and 
moral forces which those responsible for it will 
show themselves able to enlist. 





IS IS being written during the week that 
.&& marks the climax of Kopher ha-Yishuv’s fund- 
raising campaign for self-defense. Yesterday, with 
that effective self-discipline which so closely ap- 
proximates governmental authority, the Jewish 
community throughout the entire country stopped 
work at precisely half-past two in the afternoon. 
Stores, factories, banks, offices, schools and public 
institutions were shut without exception; for sev- 
eral hours bus and taxi traffic was suspended, and 
many thousands of persons attended scores of 
public meetings devoted to re-explaining and re- 
emphasizing the significance of the fund. As soon 
as the meetings ended, the banks were opened, re- 
maining open till eleven at night; thousands stood 
in line to pay the sums required of them according 
to a fixed scale and, in addition, to contribute 
jewelry and other objects made of gold or silver. 
A wave of enthusiasm spread almost palpably 
through the community, and many a private home 
and labor settlement was literally stripped bare of 
everything from watches and jewelry received as 
gifts years ago back home. 

The dangerous political and military situation 
in the country and the energy of the Jewish re- 
action as typified by Kopher ha-Yishuv, have 
served to distract attention from the fact that even 
during this difficult year Palestine is continuing to 
receive immigrants and to absorb them into the 
life and structure of the Jewish community. On 
the basis of the number who have come up to now 
and of the Government’s schedules for the entire 
period, it may be safely estimated that over 10,- 
000 Jews will have entered the country in the year 
1938. That is no more than a fifth or sixth 
of the number who entered the country in 1934 or 
1935, but it is far from negligible in this day of 
closed frontiers, multitudes of refugees, and re- 
joicing over the admission of five hundred or a 
thousand Jews to some Central or South Amer- 
ican republic. But quite as significant as the figure 
itself are the types of immigrants, the countries 
from which they come, the ways in which they ad- 
just themselves to Palestine, and the tragic accur- 
acy with which their coming reflects the changing 
situation in Europe and the actual and potential 
relationship of Palestine to European Jewry. 

The remarkably youthful character of Jewish 
immigration to Palestine becomes clear at once 
when one realizes that out of the approximately 
7,000 who entered the country from January to 
November, 2,400 were workers who must be less 
than thirty-five years old to get their certificates 
and 2,100 were students, 900 of them fifteen to 
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seventeen years old “Youth Aliyah” children, 230 
of them eighteen year old girls going to the train. 
ing farms of the Council of Women Workers, 
and most of the rest entering the Hebrew Univer. 
sity. The fact that students who used to consti- 
tute about three per cent of each immigration 
schedule account for almost a third of the entire 
number who came during the last ten months, is, 
of course, due to the nature of the Government's 
last schedule which, while severely cutting the 
number of labor certificates and limiting the hith 
erto unrestricted capitalist visas to 2,000, left stu. 
dent immigration free. The Government's is 
thus the deciding voice with regard to categories 
and numbers of immigrants, but European events 
during the last year are responsible for their geo- 
graphical distribution. In the days before Hitler, 
Central Europe lagged far behind Eastern Eur. 
ope as a source of immigrants to Palestine; since 
Hitler 40,000 German Jews have settled in Pales- 
tine but Austrians continued—until this summer 
—to come by tens and twenties. The figures for 
1938 are instructive: 105 Austrians during the 
first half of the year—and 2,500, a third of the 
entire immigration, during the second half! 
Crippled overnight, Austrian Jewry presents an 
even more tragic and pressing problem than the 
Germans did when the Nazi regime began, for 
anti-Semitic developments in Germany were slow- 
er, money could be taken out in one way or an- 
other for a number of years, and conditions in 
Palestine were very different. Austrian Jewry oc- 
cupies first place in the Jewish Agency’s immigra- 
tion plans now, as is obvious from the way in 
which it distributes certificates. An example in 
miniature is furnished by the statistics for the 
girls coming to the training farms. Of a total of 
230 certificates, 110 were given to Austrians, and 
50 to Germans, the others being divided mainly to 
those coming from Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Rumania. 

Poland is, of course, an old story, but Czecho- 
slovakia, Rumania and Italy are treading close on 
the heels of Austria and Germany. Every once in 
a while one meets individuals who had the fore- 
sight to sell what they could and leave the Sudeten 
region during the last few weeks before its annex 
ation to the Reich; there are some who came at 
the same time from Czechoslovakia proper, and 
twice-exiled Germans who have been living peace- 
fully in Italy for the last three years and had been 
ordered to leave before March. But these are 
only straws that show which way the wind is blow- 
ing, and the wind itself is violent and very 
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dreadful. Thousands of applications for certifi- 
cates and permits to bring relatives have already 
come to the Agency from Czechoslovakian Jews. 
Kupat Holim, the Histadruth’s Sick Fund, which 
has 115 German refugees on its medical staff of 
300, is besieged by letters from Czechoslovakian 
and Italian doctors at the very time that it is deep- 
ly concerned with the problem of finding work for 
as many as possible of the one hundred Austrian 
physicians — able doctors and veteran Zionists 
most of them—who have already come and the 
great number who are preparing to come. Im- 
migration and investment of capital from Ruma- 
nia rose sharply with Goga’s accession to power 
and the sense of relief occasioned by his fall is 
only slight. There can be no clearer indication of 
utter despair than the enthusiastic reception by 
parents of the idea of Youth Alyah for their chil- 
dren. When a representative of the Children’s 
Village of Meier Shfeyah came to Rumania this 
summer to choose the twenty-five boys and girls 
Youth Aliyah is sending to his institution, he re- 
ceived 150 applications within the space of less 
than two weeks although the project had been al- 
most unknown before his arrival. There were 
even cases of young men in their twenties who 
tried to change their birth certificates so that they 
might seem to belong to the required fifteen to 
seventeen year age group. Entrance to the liberal 
professions is practically hopeless, land-ownership 
forbidden, technical schools not open, and appren- 
ticeship to shopkeepers or artisans nearly impos- 
sible, for Jewish youth in Rumania. 

A special chapter in this story of the turning of 
shattered and apprehensive European Jewry to 
Palestine is being written by industrialists. Dur- 
ing the year hundreds and hundreds of letters of 
inquiry from almost every country in Central and 
Eastern Europe have reached the Tel Aviv office 
of the American Economic Committee for Pales- 
tine and the Jewish Agency’s Institute for Econ- 
omic Research which established a special depart- 
ment several months ago to investigate the tech- 
nological, chemical and commercial questions in- 
volved in transferring industries from other coun- 
tries and climates to Palestine. Here is a Polish 
manufacturer in the millionaire class who exports 
flax, hemp, sacks and oil-cloth and wants to find 
out whether it would be possible to manufacture 
some of his goods in Palestine; a German now liy- 
ing in Yugoslavia owns a successful umbrella fac- 
tory and is thinking of starting one in Palestine, 
mainly for export purposes; a Bulgarian with 
$200,000 already transferred to Palestine has a 
paint and shoe-polish factory and wants to estab- 
lish a similar plant in Palestine; a Danzig tobacco 
manufacturer, now living in Holland for the last 
few months, has a quarter of a million dollars of 
liquid capital in Holland and is interested in open- 
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ing a large cigarette and cigarette-box factory in 
Palestine. There are even groups of industrial- 
ists in Rumania and Czechoslovakia who have or- 
ganized themselves for the purpose of investing in 
Palestine and sent representatives to investigate 
possibilities in the fields that interest them. 

These are still projects but projects a goodly 
number of which, Palestinian experience leads one 
to believe, will turn into actualities. In the mean- 
time all the economic institutions of the Jewish 
community are concerned with a very complex 
and immediate problen—Vienna. Viennese Jew- 
ish manufacturers were almost all engaged in lux- 
ury trades—clothing, sports goods, leather goods, 
furs, crockery, chocolates—and most of them pro- 
duced mainly, if not solely, for export. Ina great 
many cases, those who have already found their 
way to Palestine or expect to do so, still have 
their foreign connections and cannot see why they 
should not be able to export from Palestine as 
well as from Vienna. Since it is almost impos- 
sible at present to take money out of Austria, var- 
ious exchange or transfer plans are under consid- 
eration and, failing those, loans, whether from 
public or private funds, would seem to be the only 
way to help establish these factories. There is 
little doubt that the most promising projects will 
be able to get private loans, but time is, of course, 
a very important factor—export connections will 
not wait forever. 

Though the Viennese “‘capitalist’’ immigration 
began to come mainly in September, definite be- 
ginnings of activity may already be noted. Obvi- 
ously, there may be great possibilities here for the 
development of Palestinian Jewish economy. Yet 
whatever the ultimate influence of the fall of 
Vienna upon Palestinian industrial expansion, Pal- 
estinian agricultural expansion, which has been go- 
ing on, unaided from the outside, for the last two 
years, has already resulted in a certain measure of 
relief for Vienna. Ninety per cent of the labor 
immigrants—Austrian and others—this year have 
been absorbed in agriculture which has room not 
only for thém but for thousands of additional 
workers over and above the great number of un- 
employed urban workers being transferred to the 
villages. The twenty-eight new settlements have 
absorbed 2,400 persons, thus reducing the avail- 
able supply of hired labor; the Agency’s activity 
in digging for and finding water has led to further 
intensification of agriculture in many sections, and 
Arab workers, as a result of the political situa- 
tion, have dropped out of employment in Jewish 
citriculture. A scarcity in agricultural labor may 
very well be a feature of this year’s winter—and 
a significant testimonial to the essential soundness 
of Palestinian Jewish economy and its ability even 
during these times to help meet the problem of 
European immigration. 
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REALISTIC ACTION NECESSARY 
“REFUGEES: ANARCHY OR ORGANIZATION?” by 


Dorothy Thompson. 
Pp. 125. 


INCE THE close of the World War, about four mil- 
lion people have suffered the fate of refugees. They 
have been driven from their homelands because of political 
opinions or religious beliefs, because of class or economic 
liations, or because of their “‘racial” origin. In all cases, 
it is intolerance of dissent, so characteristic of an era of 
dictatorship, which has compelled the unfortunate men, 
women and children to seize the wanderer’s staff. Uni- 
formity has become a passion with the ruling elements of a 
number of states, and those who will not or cannot con- 
form have been hounded without mercy. 

Most of us have been too much absorbed in our own 
problems to give much attention to the hapless wanderers. 
But from time to time great personalities have raised their 
voices in protest against the callousness which permits vast 
numbers of innocent people to suffer. Such a personality 
was Fridtjof Nansen who labored for ten years to normal- 
ize the life of Russian, Greek, Bulgar and other refugees. 
Albert Thomas, too, helped to keep the problem before the 
conscience of mankind. Since the death of these men, 
great humanitarians like Lord Robert Cecil and Professor 
Joseph Chamberlain have toiled unremittingly to mitigate 
the suffering of the victims of oppression. But no one in 


N. Y.: Random House, $1.00. 


recent years has attacked the problem with the daring of » 


Dorothy ges gees 

In April of this year Miss Thompson published an 
article in Foreign Affairs, calling upon the democratic 
nations and peoples to deal with refugees in a constructive 
and comprehensive manner. The article stimulated the 
State D mt to take the action which resulted in the 
Evian Conference. The book under review expands the 
appeal presented in the article and adds practical proposals 
respecting the settlement of refugees a the organization 
and financing of such settlement. 

The heart of the author’s argument is that the problem 
will not be solved by international charity, and certainly 
not by horrified humanitarian protests. Realistic action is 
necessary not only to save human beings but also to fore- 
stall dire consequences for ourselves. It is true that democ- 
racies have not created the problem, but they can not 
ignore it because the essence of democracy is tolerance and 
respect for human dignity and human personality. If we 
remain passive while these principles are violated, our 
own liberty and democracy are endangered. Moreover, 
chaotic migration causes world unrest by creating economic 
and social disequilibrium. In short, refugees must be dealt 
with as a problem of international politics. 

Miss Thompson argues further that the problem can be 
solved. She maintains that immigrants are an asset to a 
country and that there is room for large numbers in 
sparsely settled regions like Canada, Australia and Brazil. 

o dump immigration in coast cities would indeed create 
serious problems, but -with the aid of capital, planning and 
direction, the immigrant would quickly become useful to 
himself and to his adopted country. And the capital, says 
Miss Thompson, can be secured by employing frozen 
credits in Germany and in other countries. She believes 
that persons holding blocked marks, which now bring only 
five cents for the mark, would be ready to invest these 
credits in an International Resettlement Company, pro- 
vided interest were guaranteed; and interest might be 
guaranteed in part by the charity organizations and in part 


by mobilizing a small fraction of the War Debts owed to 
the United States. These credits now frozen in Germany, 
and the savings of the refugees themselves, might be taken 
out of Germany in goods, much in the manner of the 
Haavara. 

Suppose, however, that governments like that of Ger. 
many refuse to cooperate? Miss Thompson answers, 
“if, presented with such a possibilty for cooperation, they 
refuse it—then, the world will have to draw, once and 
for all, the grimmest conclusion.” As this review is writ. 
ten (ten days after the Brown Pogrom), one wonders 
whether the “grimmest conclusion” ought not to be drawn 
and acted upon. 

For readers of the Jewish Frontier it should be added 
that in this extraordinary little book, Miss Thompson te. 
veals not only a statesmanlike understanding of the refugee 
problem but also a keen appreciation of those aspects of 
Jewish life to which she refers. She recognizes that it was 
the existence of a Jewish civilization, and the ability of 
the Jews to withdraw into their own shell, that enabled 


them in former eras of persecution to preserve their human 


dignity and to face the cruel world unbroken in spirit. 
The most vital achievement of the Jews in Palestine, name- 
ly, the conversion of a persecuted and panic-stricken herd 
into a people, likewise does not escape the attention and 
the admiration of this penetrating and courageous author. 


Oscar I. JANOWSKY 


IMMIGRANTS ARE AN ASSET 


“THE REFUGEE IN THE UNITED STATES,” by Harold 
Fields. Oxford University Press. $2.50. Pp. 229. 


, E REFUGEE IN THE UNITED STATES” is a 

useful and most timely study of a problem that is 
uppermost in the minds of many readers. The author, Mr. 
Harold Fields, is the executive director of the National 
League for American Citizenship and a former member of 
the Ellis Island Committee, who is eminently qualified to 
write on the subject of foreign exiles in America. After 
listing the various refugee groups that have sought asylum 
in this country in recent decades, together with all the 
social, charitable and cultural organizations that have 
been aiding them, the book gives a close-up of each group 
separately, and deals with many problems relating to their 
social and economic distribution, naturalization, adjust- 
ment, etc. 

Mr. Fields’ treatment of these and other problems: is 
both instructive and illuminating and will prove of patti- 
cular benefit to those of us who hope that the United States 
would open its doors to greater numbers of victims of Naz- 
ism and Fascism than it has done in the past. We must 
not be too optimistic on this score. America as a haven of 
refuge for oppressed minorities seems to be a thing of the 
past. It gave asylum to victims of persecution only so 
long as they could be transformed into victims of economic 
exploitation by an expanding industrial economy. It was 
then that those fine, charitable phrases were born. ‘“‘Indus- 
try,” says Mr. Fields, “supplemented the need for labor 
with a sermon for charity and goodwill, and so made its 
plea effective. But when the need for labor was past be- 
cause of the introduction of machinery, it was soon evident 
that the righteousness of the cause of admission of aliens 
also disappeared.” 

Thus, American legislation makes no distinction between 
ordinary immigrants and those who would flee to us for 
protection. Both must jump the same hurdles before gain- 
ing admission here. Once here, they may be made to feel 
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welcome as individuals, but many agencies in America 
frown upon them as a group. Every state in the Union 
has laws on its statute books witholding from the alien the 
right to engage in certain occupations. In addition, many 
trade unions do not admit non-citizens to membership. 
“In one state,” Mr. Field reports, “financial aid is offered 
to an alien if he will return to his native land, in other 
states he is ‘assisted’ on condition that he leaves.” 

This despite the fact, as the author shows, that the 
refugees, far from becoming a burden, have contributed in 
a very large measure toward the enrichment of our national 
life and culture. Their desire for integration is evidenced 
by the fact that many refugees take out their first papers 


of the world. 


within 24 hours of their arrival. They are our most zeal- 


29 






ous “propagandists” of liberty and democracy. Every boy 
and girl may know the name of Einstein and Thomas 
Mann, but few people know, for example, that Igor Sikor- 
sky, one of the foremost aviation authorities in the world, 
who has rendered invaluable service to American 
in the air, is a refugee. There are literally hundreds of 
men and women, exiles in our country, who have achieved 
great eminence in their chosen fields of endeavor. Their 
addition to our college faculties, research institutions and 
other organizations of specialized activity has not only in- 
jected new blood into our scientific and cultural life, but 
has made America, potentially at least, the cultural center 
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Delegates at Convention of the 
National Labor Committee 


The League participated in the 14th 
annual convention of the National 
Labor Committee held in New York at 
the end of November, by a delegation 
of 106, representing 35 chapters in 
many parts of the country. The re- 
solution adopted by the delegation 
pledging support to the Geverkshaften 
Campaign, include the following three 
objectives: 

(1) To carry on cultural and or- 
ganizational activities, dissem- 
inating knowledge of the aims 
and methods of the Histadrut 
in its colonization work in our 
national homeland in Pales- 
tine. 

To raise $50,000 as the share 
of the League in the Geverk- 
shaften Campaign. 

To raise an sAditional fund of 
$25,000 for Youth Training in 
the agricultural and industrial 
institutions of the Histadrut in 
Palestine. 


Tour of the National Secretary 


During the latter part of November, 
Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski visited 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Louisville and 
Cincinnati where he met with the 
Executive Committees of the respec- 
tive chapters and discussed the sig- 
nificance of youth training in Pales- 
tine. The chapters have appointed 
committees to raise their quotas for 
the project. Dr. Kohanski will visit 
Chicago and Milwaukee, December 
8th-1 8th. 


Activities in Greater New York 


The Choral Society of the Young 
People’s Council meets regularly on 
Tuesdays, 8-10 P. M., at the Jewish 
Teachers Seminary, 32 East 22nd 
Street. Av Soltes is director and Sal- 
vador Ley, pianist. Those interested 
may still join. 

Courses of Study, sponsored by the 
League at the Feiedineder Classes, 
122nd Street and Broadway, include: 
(1) Palestine by Dr. Dinin; (2) His- 


(2) 
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tory of the Jewish Labor Movement “Sensational but 
by Abraham G. Duker. Classes meet ggeymented’’—TIME 


regularly on Monday 7-8 P. M. 
respectively. Members of the League 
are entitled to a special reduced fee 
of $1 per course, without credit, and 
$2 per course if academic credit is 
desired. 

Theatre Party: Over 800 members 
and friends of the New York chapters 
enjoyed a delightful evening at the 
performance of “Three Cities” at 
Maurice Schwartz Theatre. The pro- 
ceeds of this theatre party went toward 
the Youth Training project. 

Mr. Abraham Cornfield has joined 
our staff as coordinator of chapter ac- 
tivities in Greater New York. Mr. 
Cornfield is a graduate of Brooklyn 
College and a student in social work 
at N. Y. U. and Columbia. He was 
formerly director of activities in 
Heckscher Foundation and took an 
active and leading part in many or- 

nizations. We welcome Mr. Corn- 
feld in our midst and are confident 
that he will apply his many abilities 
and valuable experience to the further- 
ance of our League in New York. 


NEW LORRAINE 


All Conveniences 
MODERATE RATES 


Intellectual Atmosphere, Artistic 
a“ under the direction of 
MR.’ M. Freilich from the Artef Theatre 
MR. & MRS. MARGOLIES 
21—7th STREET AKEWOOD, N. J. 
Tel.: Lakewood 679 











“Quothe the Raven Never More”. Will you 
find a more congenial atmosphere than at 


@ 
RAVEN LODGE 


416—3rd STREET LAKEWOOD, N. J. 
Golo and Boobar Tel. Lakewood 922 








MILLARD’S LODGE 


Famous for its Cuisine and Homelike 
Atmosphere e Modern Rates 


423 7th St. bet. Madison and Forest Aves. 
Lakewood, N. J. Phone: Lakewood 768 


00 


EDUCATION UNDER THE NAZIS 
by ERIKA MANN with an intro- 
duction by THOMAS MANN 


evervwHere SOGA MODERN AGE BOOK 


2 nares 





LAKEWOOD, N. J. 





Enjoy Your Vacation At 


EAGER ROSE GARDEN 
LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


Former Schildkraut’s Hotel @ Winter 

Season Opening Oct. 28 © We cater 

to vegetarians ©® Moderate rates for 
entire season 


Phone Dr. 4-3328 or Lakewood 428 








COME AND SPEND YOUR 
WINTER VACATION AT 


UNITY HOTEL 


$01 Monmouth Ave. Lakewood, N. J. 
Tel.: Lakewood 1159 


Home Asmosphere, Excellent Cuisine, Winter 
Sports, Entertainment A’La Unity 


MODERATE RATES 








JacK SCHWARTZ and MOIsHE Gross 








The LAKE VIEW 


is preferred for choicest lo- 
cation, homey atmosphere 
and 11 isi 
Moderate Rates 
59 Madison Avenue 
Lakewood, N. J. 
Tel. Lakewood 287 or 963 





ANNA EPSTEIN 














A Cozy Retreat in the Pines 





MAUD’S WINTER RAY 
SQUANKUM RD. LAKEWOOD, N. J. 
Amidst a ten-acre park of pines 
Excellent Cuisine—Diets arranged 
Sports — Library — Music — Ice-Skating 
Moderate Rates Phone: Lakewood 261 











Social Workers are planning a Cha- 
nukah party on Saturday night, De- 
cember 24 at the Hotel Piccadilly. 
Song, dance and refreshments will be 
os of a delightful evening. On 

nday, afternoon and evening, De- 
cember 18, the Dukers (119 East 
19th Street, Manhattan) will have 
their annual “‘Latke Party” for mem- 
bers of the League and their numerous 
friends. 


Bronx Chapter, No. 1, under the 
chairmanship of Dr. M. Lavey, had a 
house warming in their new meeting 
quarters, at the Royal Club, 2017 
Grand Concourse. Mr. Aaron O. 
Weinberg was the guest speaker. 
Bronx Chapter, No. 2, under the chair- 
manship of Philip Tannor was ad- 
dressed by Mr. Uriah Tchack on 
“Youth in Palestine’. Sunday night, 
December 18, the Bronx chapters will 
celebrate Chanukah with an appro- 
ptiate program of lectures and enter- 
tainment. Dr. H. Grushkin had a 
meeting at his home for the formation 


of a chapter. 


Detroit will have its annual Frontier 
Dance, on Sunday, December 11, at 
the Grand Ballroom Hotel. The pro- 
ceeds will go toward the funds of the 
Jewish Frontier and the Youth Train- 
ing project. Morris Lieberman is 
chairman of the Arrangements Com- 
mittee. Mike Talk’s orchestra will 
provide the music. .A newly formed 
chapter of young people will be for- 
mally installed in the Detroit League 
Council. 

Ottawa: P. Rashish, secretary of the 
World Hechalutz, was guest speaker 
at the last open forum of the Ottawa 
League. Mr. Rashish’s inspiring ad- 
dress was received with great enthusi- 
asm. Mr. Harold Shaffer, secretary, 
writes that the chapter has prepared 
an intensive cultural and social pro- 
gram for the rest of the season. 


“DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST" 


2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Between 81st-82nd Streets 
ENdicott 2-2030 





DO YOU WANT TO SEE WHAT 
MODERN PALESTINE 
HAS CREATED 


In the line of Food Products and Art 
Then visit the oldest firm which imports 
Food Products. Bezalel Art, 
Jewelry etc. from Palestine 
A large selection for Chanukah presents 


Palestine Food & Novelties Co. 
47 NORFOLK STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
ZEITLIN & TAGER Phone: ORchard 4-2125 
PALESTINE FOOD & 
NOVELTIES CO. 
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Seven point superiority. Consistently draws 
finer crowd. nequalled beauty—20 mile 
view over Sound from tree-covered grounds. 
All spots, Horses $1 Pi hour including Sat- 
urdays, Sundays and Holidays! 50 miles 
from N. Y. Penn. or L. I. RR. Driving: Rt. 25. 
Fair rates: $25 a2 Ey Purest well water. 
Count and sea combined. For weekend 
particulars write: Dan Margolies, 


Stony Brook Lodge 
STONY BROOK. LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
Tel.: Stony Brook 565 





‘Monroe, N. Y. 





THE FIELDSTONE 

On Round Lake 
Phone 2501 
A place of unexcelled beauty 


for rest and recreation. All 
sports in season. Open all year. 
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OPEN ALL YEAR 
Formerly Lewisobn’s Estate 
CENTRAL VALLEY NEW YORK 
40 miles from N. Y., 225 acres in beautiful 
Ramapo Mountains. Fascinating hiking coun- 
try, olf. Fre sports, —- a 
Open fireplaces, library, congenial atmosphere 
ADULTS. 


Tel.: Highland Mills 7895 
Management: FANNIE GOLDBERG 








ZINDOREST PARK 
MONROE, N. Y. 
Phone 7755 


Formerly a 
estate. 150 acres of most 
beautiful country. 

All modern equipement and 
all facilities for sports.— 
Make early reservations. 


OPEN ALL YEAR 


millionaire’s 
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, MODERN SCHOOL 
\ CARMEL, N. Y. \ 


(Near Lake Carmel, Route 52) 
tessive school for a and om 
our to fourteen. Smal! grou “alti a 
developing tiative 
se It-discipline. Reasonable rates: 
rite or Phone 


{ Jas. H. Dick, Hamilton Terrace, N. Y. \ 
Tel. EDgecombe 4-6259 

§ Moder School GarmeL NY. 
Tel. Carmel 334 
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An *Artist Invites You 


to. . . his 100 acre farm 
. glorious country 
. superlative cooking 
. congenial company 
. seasonal sports and fun 
. fireplace, books 
Just 55 miles from New York 
at Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Low Winter Rates: 
$18.00 Weekly - - $3.50 Daily 


*G. A. PODORSON 
250 PARK AVE.,N.Y. Plaza 3-8926 


D3xN $n — wr} 9D 
When In 


TEL AVIV 


Stop on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


**The Center of English-Speaking Jews”’ 
Modern Conveniences, Operated by Amet- 
icans, Patronized by Leading Jews, Amet- 

ican Table and Hygiene 
Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. ‘14, looks for- 
ward to greeting fellow alumni on their 
visits to Eretz Israel. 

















The 


PATRICIAN 


Kosher Caterers of Distinction 


Punctions arranged for at lead- 
ing hotels, synagogues, your 


home, our own ballrooms. 
151 West 51st STREET 
CIRCLE 7-7068 


MRS, I. ROSOFF MRS. L. SCHULTZ 




















